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PREFACE. 

Tinvblessing ^hich has attended the pub¬ 
lication of several of the* Author’s former 
% • 
litfje works, emboln.V. Vilfti in laying tliis 

additional effort of his pen before the Chris- 

b 

tian public. 

lie has long wished to do something for 
the benefit of the domestic relations; and, 
should the Parent’s FMend ” be kindly 

received, he intends following it up, if life 

• • 

be spared,*at no distant n.riad, wijfi “ The 

(SfiTtl’s Friend,” “ The Master’s Friend,” 

% t 

;yjd " 'I’lie Servant’s Friend.® 



xJPRJ-lFAC'E. 


- Tlat the 'first publication' in tins series' 
may prove a blessing to many an anx-ous 
father and ’member, is the fervent prayer of 
him, "vho desires no greater happiness on 
earth, than that he may prove himself the 
Parent’s Friend- 
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THE 


PARENT'S FRIEND. 


PART I. 

i » 

INTRODUCTORY APPEAL TO PARENTS. 

As a parent myself, deeply feeling the weight 
of responsibility attaching to my own posi¬ 
tion, I would willingly contribute my humble 
mite of influence to aid other parents in the 
conscientious jlischarge of their duties to 
their offspring. 

Having felt the difficulty of acting for God 

and eternity # in this fnatter, I am prepared 

• • 

to sympathize with others who h<ive,felt a 
similar pressure. ljut if a. sense of my own 
short-coming teaches me to write withvi fe<;l- 
'Jig of becoming difficlev'ce, it also prompts 
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to ltjy open defects in the religious eco¬ 
nomy of professing families, for the purpose 
of preventing others from eommitting, the 
same mistakes. e , 

As it will he my main object to fix upon 
the conscience the authority of God’s holy 
word; and as I shall adopt, no means to 
accomplish this object, not directly or‘indi¬ 
rectly sanctioned .by that pure and infallible 
standard, I trust I mdy he forgiven if I 
bespeak the prayerful and candid attention 
of every parent into whose hands this little 
volume may find its way. Conscious only 
of a desire to raise the standard of parental 
qualification, and thereby to advance the 
prosperity of the church and the salvation 
of the world, I can never regret the present 
attempt, whatever may he the measure of 
success with which it may please God, inhis 
sovereign arrongvnents to accompany it. 

Allow me then to say, in the opening of 
this little treatise,' that if God has made yoda^ 
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phrent, he has Revolved a responsitylity u;-$n 
•you, surpassed by that of yoVthcr human 
tic-- In that solemn position which you now 
occupy, you have become the source cither 
of unnumbered blessings, or of accumulated 
ewls; and this not only to one living .family, 
but,“it may be, to generations yqf unborn. 
Wlfo can fully estimate the effects, fox good 
or evil, of thS culture adapted with that one 
darling child! Whether ^ie is to be a bless¬ 
ing or a curse to the world—whether he is to 
cheer and solace your declining years, or to 
imbittcr the closing scene of your earthly 
pilgrimage—must in a great measure depend, 
under God, upon thewiews which you take 
of your exact position as a parent, and the, 
methods which you adop* for instilling right, 
principles into his mind. T/ue,.indeed, the 

best efforts rna\i fail in leading your child to 

• * 

God; but if, through your negligence or 

wrong plains of action^ he should swell tlTe 
* n ^ » 
tanks of the impenitent, and_ become the 
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centre of an injurious influence to mankind, 
'the responsibility of his ruin, and misery', 
and contagious example, will lie for ever at 
your door. 

O what need, then, is there for copious 
showers of divine grace upon your heart, 
that you may feel as a parent ought to feel, 
and that the blood of souls may not be laid to 
your charge in the'great day of*final account! 

You cannot, I •am fully persuaded, wish to 
add to the number of those parents, already 
fearfully multiplied, who' have no impressive 
sense of their duty to God and their offspring. 
How many*, alas! have* been called to sus¬ 
tain the parental relation, who are lament¬ 
ably defective in all the best qualifications 
for the due discharge of its solemn trusts. 
They are 'not strangers, indeed, to those ten¬ 
der ties which bind them to their offspring, 
as inhabitants of earth; but they have never 
learned to look upon them as candidates f\»r 
eternity,, no- has the feelin" of commission. 
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£or their immortSl souls given any (♦Ireot sir" 
palpable bias to their modes of daily culture* 
and superintendence. A regard to present 
and passing interests robs the soijs of their 
hapless offspring of all that anxious and spi¬ 
ritual care which they so much need, aftd to 
which, from a parent, they are entitled by 

the ltnvs of their being, as well as by aH the 
' . . . 

express sanctions •^religion. 

The consequences, immediate and remote, 
arising from parental neglect in the great 
matter of religious training, are of a descrip¬ 
tion so affecting and injurious, rliat the heart, 
is wrung with torturing reflections in think¬ 
ing of a race of'young immortals, from whose 
education the thought! of Clod and eternity 
has been well nigh excluded. 

Q how incalculably important, thbiv, to the 

* 

interests o£ soeiefv, would be an increase of 
piety in tlie heads of families; since nothing 

short of tins could seftirg for the rising 

• • 

% r ejieration that assiduous attention .to their _ 
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Spiritual interests, without which they’ will 
only be trained, at best, for spdendid ruin ! 

Look at the condition and prospects of 
any child, no matter, in what grade of society, 
on whose sphere of mental* discipline the 
great principles of the gospel exert no pal¬ 
pable ,or salutary control. How little is 
there to hope religiously abput such a> child ! 
Corruption is deeply seated in the heart; 
but there is nothing in the influences which 
bear upon it, to counteract its growth, or to 
supersede its fatal dominion. On the con¬ 
trary, a worldly education , proceeding, as it 
always does, upon the erroneous supposition, 
that human nature is radically good till per¬ 
verted by the contagipn of evil example, has 
no power or virtue in it, however well con¬ 
ducted., to implant, right principles, or to 
leacl to «ny permanently satisfactory results. 
Vanity, pride} selfisnness, or exon baser 
passions, are the natural, not to say neces¬ 
sary, effect,*, of any system of domestic train r 
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itig in which qp unequivocal homage is -Sot 
, paid to the great and holy priifciples of re¬ 
vealed truth. And such a homage will never 
be conscientiously paid where the mind of 
the parent is not enlightened and sanctified 
by divine grace. If, then, God has made 
you* a parent, O see to it that ypu are not 
destitute of the primary qualification'for the 
vigorous discharge of yoitr religious duty to 
your offspring. i£nd in w^at shall that qua¬ 
lification he fixed ? Can lower ground be 
taken than your own personal and sincere 
Christianity ? How can you’properly esti¬ 
mate the souls of your children, if you have 
not been taught the value of your own soul? 
How can you be in earnest that they should 
be saved, if you are not, saved yourself? 
How can yot* talk to them .persuasively of 

the love of Christ, if that divine affection is 

• / 

a stranger to your t>wn bctstnn ? How can 
you train them to feel pud acknowledge the 
vanity of the w'orld, if your wjiole conduct 
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ftanves that it is the idol and the object of 
your pursuit? „ How can you teach them to 
pray, if you are yourself estranged from 
communion with Heaven ? It is most cer¬ 
tain that you must be a sincere and fervent 
Christian yourself, if you would hope to.be 
the instalment of conveying spiritual' light 
and li/e to your beloved offspring. 

Let the fact, tlien, that you are a parent, 
and that you ajc chargeable with such a 
measure of concern for the spiritual welfare 
of your children, as may reasonably tend to 
their true conversion to God, induce you to 
pause, and reflect upon your real state and 
prospects for eternity. It ‘may be that a 
faithful investigation of character will bring 
you to the conclusion that you arc not a 
Christian.* Byt how much butter will it be 
to kliow and feel this, than tp proceed onward 
in a course of self-deception, which may 
peril alike your owji salvation and that of 
your offspring. It is the first step towards 
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upcoming a true Christian, to know that you* 
are not one. »A discovery l?ke*this, will 
create a salutary conviction of sin, will 
prompt you to cry to Odd for renewing and 
pardoning mercy, and will urge your approach 
to tlfat compassionate Redeemer who rejects 
none who apply to him. • 

And, oh, witl» what new energy will* you 

* • 

address yourself K your parental duties, 

• 

whijn once you have tasted that the Lord is 
gracious ! What a wide sphere of interest¬ 
ing action will then open to j-our view! 
Your child will be seen by you in the light 

of judgment and eternity, and you will feel 

« • 

that to “save a'soul from death, and to hide 
i multitude of sins,” is> the noblest exercise 

t 

of benevolence to which, you can devote the 
entire resources of your parerftal character. 

In the single/ qualification of sincere and 

. * • . 

devoted piety, you will be in possession of 
a rule of conduct, in tin? training and disei- 
Y>J'vie of your family, applicable to every % 
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'individual case; while, in the spirit of deVout 
prayer aifd dependence upon God, you may 
confidently expect the bestowment of that 
wisdom which is so. necessary to guide your 
steps in the effort to promote the salvation 
of those who are dear to you as yoim own 
soul. , * 

But though it camiot be denied, that the 
religious advantages afforded’ by pious parents 
to their children, are, in almost all cases, 
greatly superior to those enjoyed by the 
children of parents not influenced by divine 
grace; yet, I would by no means be under¬ 
stood to affirm, that all professing heads of 
families, or even ar majority of them, are as 
exemplary as they ought to be, in the mo¬ 
mentous task of training up a seed for God. 
Too many,, alas! who be»~r the Christian 
name, a*e but slenderly alive to the authority 
of Heaven, ';!nd the" highest welfare of the 
children whom God has given them. Hence. 
(without faking selfish refuge in the doctrine 
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of l)ivine sovereignty) the sad disofter ar r >. 
impiety, but t(jp manifest among the younger^ 
branches of some families professing godli¬ 
ness. Hence the stumbling-block thrown in 
the way of those who might hopefully be 
acted upon by the appeals of the ehrjstian 
pulpit* but for the sad failures of children 
who Tjad a nominal religious training. ‘J will 
not say, with *the % immortal Baxter, that if 
religious parents were foupd diligent and 
faithful in the performance of their parental 
duties, few conversions might be expected 
to take place under the ministry of the word; 
but this I will say, that if Christian parents 
were zealously.and unitedly to strive for the 
salvation of their offspring, the number of 
family conversions would‘be greatly multi¬ 
plied. The ditinely appointee} ordinance of 
domestic instruction and discipline.,, yields in 
importance and utility’to no institution under 
heaven, save that of tlje ministry of recon¬ 
ciliation ; and an attentive examination of 
b 2 
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the facts 1 and doctrines both of the Old and 
New Testament Scriptures, .vill show, that 
the two great ordinances have an intimate 
relation to each other, and that it was the 
design of God that the tender pleadings of 
parental love and piety should prepare the 
way foi an enlightened and devout submis¬ 
sion" of mind and heart, to the more public 
and pledging ordinances* of the church. 

Oh, if parent* would look upon themselves 
as divinely appointed auxiliaries to those 
who are set over them in the Lord; if they 
would watch for the souls of their children 
as those who must give account; if they 
would steadily, in the use of proper means, 
keep in view the delightful hour when it 
might be their privilege to say to the minis¬ 
ter of •Christ, “ This is my dear child, for 
whom 1* have ‘ travailed ' as in birth, that 
Christ might be formed in him the hope of 
gloryand now I bring him to you, that you 
may introduce him, as ‘a bab« in Christ,’ to 
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c 

tjie fellowship of # God’s house;”—if parents, 

*• 

I kay, would tlms feel and act,*might we not 
hope" to see in every family, pledged to the 
Christian profession, a nhrsery for £he church 
—a school for fieaven ? 

AS there is reason to believe that many 

* 

parents fail to do justice to the spiritual 

interests of theis children, for the wanttf a 

properly matured plj.n, it does not seem to 

be superfluous task, even after all that has 

been written on this momentous topic, to 

sketch the outline of a method of parental 

instruction and discipline, which, if followed 

out in the spirit of earnest prayer, may 

conduct, in many a household, to the most 

beneficial results. . 

Oh, if I could penetrate my readers, by 

the .Divine blessftng, with a sense of The great 

need of dqpendertce upon God in*the all- 

imporjant .work of conducting’the religious 

education of children, tew, much should I 
^ * 
then be led Jo hope from the .perusal of 
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“The Talent’s Friend!” '.Remember, you 
are engaged m an undertaking for which all 
human skill and energy are, in themselves, 
utterly inadequate. You are striving to 
rear, from broken, disjointed, and unsightly 
materials, a temple in which the spotless 
Majesty of heaven may take up an eternal 
residence; you are endeavoring to 'polish 
those precious jewels >viiich shall sparkle 
through endless years in the mediatorial 
crown of your glorious Redeemer; you are 
struggling to subvert the throne of Satan in 
the hearts of your children, and to set up 
that “ kingdom which is peace, righteous¬ 
ness, and joy in the Holy Ghost;” you are, 
in one word, aiming t r o transform those who 
have “ borne the image of the earthly,” into 
the likeness of Him, who is “ the first-born 

* i 

among many ljrethreq, and to whom all the 

members of his mystical body are destined 
l • 

to a complete ant 1 eternal conformity. 

Engage,'then, in your arduous but delight- 
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ful enterprise withfjust and impres^iv^views 

of your own insufficiency. You*can as little 

convert your child as create a ivorld ! But 

tliere are certain means which God.has pre- 

scribed to parents for the conversion of their 

children, in the use of which, with ardbur 

and self-renunciation, thev are warranted to 
• • ® 
anticipate the most joyful results. Think 

it not an improbably thing that your feeble 
endeavours should be crowned with success. 
“ God hath chosen the weak things, to con¬ 
found the things which are mighty;” and 
never will you be so powerful in accomplish¬ 
ing his self-abasing purposes, as when you 
feel that you are nothing, and can do nothing, 
without the continual aid of ,his omnipotent 
grace. • 

But, oh, never suffer the doctrine of effica¬ 
cious grace 4o lulf your spiritual anxieties 
and holy efforts for the eternal welfare ,of 
your offspring; but rathef, .in as much as 
Ghjfl has resented to himself the pow,*r that 
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can effectually move the hearts of your chil¬ 
dren, let tlu thought of almighty and ever¬ 
lasting strength stimulate your zeal, and 
nerve yoyr holy determination. Forget not, 
that your responsibility, in the use of means, 
is ss complete and unimpaired as if it be¬ 
longed. to you to inspire your children’s 
hearts with the admiration of all that is 
pure, and lovely, and ennobling in the reli¬ 
gion of Christ. 
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EVILS TO BE AVOIDED IN THE RELIGIOUS 
TRAINING OF CHILDREN. 

« * 

That ftvils of £i* very formidable kind* do 
often interpose theiMbaneful influence, and 
liindsr the effect of an otherwise well-inten¬ 
tioned process of domestic training, will not 
be questioned by any accurate observer of 
human nature. It is indispensable that pa¬ 
rents should be aware of such evils, and, so 
far as possible, 'avoid them, if they would 
expect to sec their pare fital efforts conducted 
to a successful issue. • 

Whatever tends to lower the standard of a 

• • 

parent’s character in the^estimate of a child, 
( flr to confuse its notions of right and wrong, 
,( ig„ht carefully to be shunnwl by every one 
who* would hope, through the mediums of < a 
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systcnH of. means, to produce a salutary ipi- 
pression upon the observant and inquisitive 
minds of children. Any one who has looked 
with an intelligent eye on passing event’s, 
must have seen many things in Christian 
faniilies greatly calculated to impede, If not 
utterly to frustrate, the holy process of a 
religious education. It may not, therefore, 
be improper, in an ea»;V part of this little 
manual, to pdint out a few of those .evils 
against which every parent must strenuously 
guard, whp hopes to conduct his children to 
the feet of the lowly Saviour. 


qHAP. I 

Ik THE JRAININJ OF CHILDREN, PARENTS MUST BE CAREFUL TO 
AVOID OPPOSING, OR EVEN DIFFERENT, METHODS OF GOVERN* 
WENT. a 

•Where husband -and wife are unequally 

a 

yoked, that is, where one is a Christian and 
the other an unbeliever, it may be next to 



•*' IN VjJE TRAINING OF.CHILDREN. 27 

• < 

impossible for the# converted party tqpseeure 

attention to thin rule. But wen in such 
cases,* it should he uniformly aimed at, as a 
tiling indispensable to the spiritii^l welfare 
of the rising generation. Sacrifices ought 
to be* made of every thing but principle, in 
order to hide from the minds of children dis¬ 
crepancies of plan in flic great and serious 
business of conducting their education. 

Where the husband and wife are one in 
the Lord, it must be the grievous fault of 
one, or the other, or both, if they do not sue- 
ceed in pursuing a uniform method in the 
training and government of their children. 
As all variance between husband and wife is 
much to be deprecated, and is exceedingly 
inconsistent with the spirit and precepts of 
the .gospel; so, llifferences, in particular, on 
the subject ,of the* religious culture *of their 
.children, are peculiarly injurious. Nothing 
will be done to purpose, ki fixing right prin- 
sijdes in the ipinds of young peoplcj if one 
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parent is found counteracting the plans of an¬ 
other, or if -nich serious differences are found 
to exist between husband and wife,’ as to 
destroy the harmony of the domestic circle. 
Whether instruction > or discipline is aimed 
at,.it is necessary to success, that tho> child 
should be conscious that he is subjected to 
the united will of his parents, that ^there is 
union and affectionate ) co-operation in all 
their efforts for his good. 

If an opposite course is adopted, no lesson 
of instruction, and no act of discipline, will 
produce the legitimate impression. The 
mind of the child will be distracted by con¬ 
flicting emotions, one parent will be regarded 
as in the right, and the other as in the wrong; 
and the result will inevitably be, that parental 
authority w : ll fall into c.ontffmpt, and, with it, 
one of the best safeguard;, of the rising gene¬ 
ration. 

To guard against so great an evil, let hus¬ 
band and wife learn to cultivate, with grow- 
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ing’ assiduity, Uio duties whioh yverally ' 
.belong to there'll the endearing ‘relation in' 
w^iich they stand to each other. A cheerful 
«ubmission of their minds to the authority of 
God’s word will nob only harmonize, hut. 
invigorate all their plans for the proper,cul¬ 
ture of their offspring, lint whatever differ¬ 
ence *of opinion they nitty at any time enter¬ 
tain upon subjects eonnectefl with the mental 
or moral improvement of tlu'ir children, let. 
reason, and common sense, and conscience, 
induce them to conceal the discrepancy from 
those who woidd he injured by the avowal of 
it; and let their offspring have all the benefit 
arising from the conviction, that their parents 
arc one in all arrangements in which their 
interests are materially concerned. 

Oh, if parents would remember Ivpv con¬ 
tentions and strifes of all kinds tend to injure 
their children, to pervftrt theft - * dispositions, 

and vitiate their hearts, Jiow anxious would 

** 

thfv he to walk in love one toward another, 

* *■ « 
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and t\ cultivate all thosa gentle affections 
which tend to cement the dove of their .’>ff- 
spring, and to preserve the permanent Union 
and harmony of families. Let husbands add 
wives remember the scriptural maxim, that, 
“a house divided against itself cannot stand.” 


4 CHAP. II. 

In the training ok children, parents should avoid the 

VERY SERIOUS EVIL OF NEGLECTING TIIE EARLY ADOPTION OK A 
RIGHT SYSTEM OK GOVERNMENT. 

It is a fatal mistake to suppose, that very 
young children are hotter not to be teased with 
rules of discipline and government. A neg¬ 
lected and perverse child will but too gene¬ 
rally grow up in despite of all subsequently 
established methods of control. Evil dispo¬ 
sitions, and i.i'idutiful tempers, if not checked 

> 

in their first devflopements, .will speedily 
acquire a formidable maturity, which no pq- 
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rental skill or energy will be able to/ubdue. 
4 F^e wayward iwchin of the nursery will soon 
prove- himself to be the lawless, ungovern¬ 
able, and mischievous tyrant of tljp parlour: 
and he whose infant ybars have been left to 
luxuriate in rebellion and self-will, may be 
expected to grow up a plague and disgrace 
to bis parents, a deadly’injury to society an 
outcast from the W155 and good, and a hard¬ 
ened rebel against the government, of God. 
To be effectual, family discipline must 

commence with the very dawnings of reason. 

# 

The first observations of a child should con¬ 
vince it that its parents .are destined to guide 
its course, that, they are pleased by being 
obeyed, and are .pained Jby an opposite course. 
In the very smallest masters, as well as in 
those which arP more important, parental 
authority njust lid maintained; and* in this 
•way alpne can it be hoped that’the true prin¬ 
ciples of obedience will br established in the 
heart. 
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Uijiformity of conduct from the earliest, 
periods,' in. upholding that, authority which 
reason and scripture have alike eonierred 
upon the parental character, may he ex¬ 
pected, in ordinary cases, to do much in 
laying the foundation of correct habits-in the 
minds of the young. Let authority, indeed, 
be exercised with a due mixture of mildness 
and affection; let reason and conscience 
regulate every limitation of the infant will; 
hut let no instance of deliberate rebellion be 
tolerated, let the parent show that he will he 
obeyed; and let him persevere in his deter¬ 
mination till unresisting submission shall be 
the rule of the family. 

By pursuing this course, in a devout and 
prayerful frame of mind, children will learn 
to he dutiful, affectionate,'and obliging in 
their conduct; and self-will being dethroned, 
they will esertpe the innumerable mortifica¬ 
tions to which it conducts; will learn to act 
on conscience, and not on mere impulse; 
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will be protected? from many of^th# follies 

vices of yo«th; will grow *up in habits 

of modesty and virtue, industry and religion; 

$-ill be held in esteem by all who^now how 

to value real worth; atnd will be trained to 

habife of submission to the ordinance.! of 

God, which, by his promised blessing, will 
• • • 
impress a charaatcr of wisdom, purity,‘and 

happiness upon th^jn, botfi for time and 
eterjiity. It is thus that children will be 
taught to regard their parents' will as the 
rule of their conduct, and will not ordinarily 
seek to deviate from it; and it is thus no 
less that their true happiness will be pro¬ 
moted, by teacliing them’to seek enjoyment 
only in the pathjjf dut> and obedience. The 
disorder and misery of, those families, in 
whiah the \vav\fard inclinations of Miildren 
are not checked "and restrained by* whole- 
j.some ^nd .well-adjusted rules of discipline, 
are inconceivably great; an<J to the neglect 
«f the early assertion of parental authority 
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may he ,t-aced a large proportion of those 
vices which disturb the peace of famines, 
and defy the introduction of any well-regu¬ 
lated for./.s of domestic rule at a later pe¬ 
riod. 


CHAP. in. 

In the training of children, paresis must bf. careful to 

A\ Oil) ANY THING THAT WOULD INDICATE A WANT OF SELF- 
GOVERNMENT. 

I wouid he far from inculcating upon pa¬ 
rents an unnatural repose, in conducting the 
discipline of tlicir families; When a child 
has offended, the looks, gestures, and tones 
of voice of the parent, ought to indicate to 

the transgressor that real offence has 'been 

• < 

given, and real pain inflicted. -It would he 
actually injurious to reprove or chastise a 
child in a perfectly unruffled tone and tem¬ 
per of mind. 
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But the main difficulty here will jpot be 
ttk^ly to arise f’jom excess of calmness, but 
from* undue perturbation, and a forgetfulness 
of that self-government so essential in all 
attempts to recfify tho errors of the young. 
A passionate mode of reproving or correcting 
children will in general lead to th*» very 
worst * results. The moment a parent is 
looked upon as a tyrant, he will cease to be 
an object of veneration and love. Violence 
and rage will divert the mind of a child from 
the serious consideration of its own guilt, 
and will inevitably fix its attention upon the 
infirmity of the parent The effect of which 
will be, to prevent the etf?rcise of any thing 
like salutary coipp t;on, and to pave the 
way for fresh deviations, from the path of 
obedience. A \fise and pious parent, ought 
never to rIIqw himself to be transported into 
jparoxyjms of undue warmth in’ chiding the 
faults, or eveA vices, of hie tdiild; but ought 
to be anxious.that his resentments should 
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ever b proportioned to the nature of the 
offence committed. ■ 

These remarks will particularly hold in 
reference to minor offences. It is the marked 

ri 

infirmity of some parents to suffer their anger 
to ”ise to the highest pitch of excitement 
upon the most trifling occasions. The merest 
accident will rouse them to a feeling of in¬ 
tense indignation; while, with singular in¬ 
consistency, they will suffer offences of the 
gravest character, such as insolence, lying, 
equivocation, and profaneness, to pass un¬ 
punished. This is a sad proof of the want 
of settled principles in the government of 
children, and of tne absence of that self- 
control which gives to judicious parents all 
the benefit of a moral ascendancy over the 
minds of their offspring. Discipline, con¬ 
ducted under the mere impulse, of excite¬ 
ment and passion, and which is sure ^always 
to be extremely fitful, has a diiect tendency 
to spoil the tempers of children, to weaken. 
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■t 

if^not subvert, parental authority, an (jf eoii.se- 
Tj^ntly to injure*and destroy thS moral feel¬ 
ings.” .“ Be ye angry, and sin not,” is a 
jffeccpt of scripture which parent^ do well 
steadfastly to remcrnbdr, in maintaining the 
govertiment of their families. • 

It is only “the nurture and admonition of 
• • 
the Lord” which are suited to the genius of 

• • 

a house professing jgpdliuess; and if these 
are exchanged for unsanctified*rage and mere 
brute control, we need not wonder if the chil¬ 
dren of such parents should become “ sons 
of Belial.” 

It is indeed a delightful circumstance, 
when parents are enabled*to steer the happy 

medium betwecn»laxitv on the one hand, and 

v • 

unreasonable severity on the other; when 
principle, not jflission, gives law to. their 
conduct; when thflir government is 'strictly 
^jatenuJ; when obedience is secured without 
depressing thd feelings of lovg and reverence 
'll* the mind qf the child; and when the 
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entire, effect of the discipline established is to 
make sin liateful, and obedience a source of 
real pleasure and delight. 


CHAP. IV. 

In the training of children, parents ought ca’rf.fully to 

AVOID PARTIALITY. 

It may be Very difficult to regard this rule 
in all cases, even where no wrong bias exists 
in the mind of the parent. Some children 
are so affectionate and engaging, its compared 
with others, that, to avoid showing a marked 
preference for them, requires no ordinary 
share of prudence* and watchfulness. It 
would seem, too, that amiable tempers and 
good condftct, in all cases, deserve to be 
approved and rewarded; and it,must surely 
be painful to the mind of a generou^ parent 
to withhold from * child, justly beloved, any 
reasonable mark of parental regard. ^ . 
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to urging, therefore, upon pawjnt? the 
duty- of avoiding’dangerous partialities in 
the treatment of their children, I would not 
be understood as condemning the»*lisereet 
commendation of real excellence in the 
young.* ^This would be to deprive the infaht 
mind of one of the main stimulants to £oqd; 
it would-be wropg in principle, and mis¬ 
chievous in practice. «A child evincing good 
conduct, and pious habits, ought to be dis¬ 
tinguished from one whose behaviour is re¬ 
bellious, and whose tempers are vicious and 
depraved. 

But it too often happens that the fond 
... • 
partialities of parents are but too little regu¬ 
lated by moral an I religious considerations. 
They are rather workings ®f nature than of 
grace f and so far as they are so, they are 
strikingly injurious to the best interests of 

children.. , 

0 9 

The evils arising from ah indiscreet par- 
tiatijy arp many «nd formidable. It is -mite 
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certain ,that the little favourite will become 
an object of envy and hatled to his brothers 
and sisters; and it is more than likely, too, 
that the*.unhappy fondling will often be in¬ 
dulged and humoured to a criminal extent. 
A favourite child, like Joseph of old, ha.-, 
often been the occasion of most, criminal 
jealousy to his brethren; and some of the 
worst passions of o*>" fallen nature have 
been called into destructive operation ,bv the 
indiscreet attachments of unthinking parents. 
“I would rather,” said Dr. Johnson, “ha\e 
the rod to be a general terror to all, to make' 
them learn, than to tell a child, ‘If you do 
thus or thus, you will lx- more esteemed 
than your brothers or sifters. By exciting 
emulation and comparisons of superiority, 
you lay the foundation of a lasting mischief. 
You 'make brothers and sisters hate each 
other.”* The miscarriages and faults of a 

* Sec Boswell's Journal of a Tour to the Hebiiiles, 
2d e£t. p. 103. 
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favourite child ara in danger of b8*ng over- 

* -V . • . • 

looked, or mistaken for virtues; till at length 

it becomes a trial and a curse in the family, 

and is at last plunged into inextri«ft>le ruin, 

by the folly and indiscretion of the parent. 

• # 
Add Jo all this, the solemn fact, that such 

unreasonable partiality tends to discourage 
the othcT children in a hous<j; so that they 
may be expected to*become utterly careless 
whether they please or offend, and will assur¬ 
edly cease to endeavour to excel. Despair¬ 
ing of securing the equal affhetion and 
confidence of their parents, however much 
they may struggle to compete with the settled 
pet of the family', a sullen pride and jealousy 
will seize upon tlfeir whole nature; and thus, 

instead of peace, order, tmd harmony sub- 
. . • . . • ; 
sistnfg m the domestic circle, nothing but 

• • 

anarchy, hatred, confusion, and every evil 
tvork, can reasonably be looked for. • 

Partiality and favouritilmAmght, then, to 
bb. religiously gmarded against, in e\,ery ^e- 
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'I ^ 

partment* of a parent’s Conduct, if he would 
not be accessary to the ruin of his offspring. 
In the matter of dress, in personal treat¬ 
ment, in'the respective meaps of intellectual 
improvement, and in the property ultimately 
bequeathed, there ought to be as.strict a 
regard as possible to impartiality, or the most 
formidable results may be* anticipated. 

Before quitting this? important branch of 
my subject, t cannot forbear hinting,' with 
delicacy and kindness, that where second 
marriages occur, and a second family rises 
up, the utmost prudence and watchfulness 
will be necessary in guarding against those 
exhibitions of favouritism Which are so inju¬ 
rious, and so much'to be’‘condemned. No 
one ought to consent to occupy the place of 
a step-mother or step-father, who is nof pre¬ 
pared to do justice to the children whose 
parent slumbers in the dust. It is a great 
cruelty to undertake the responsibilities of a 
parent, without being prepared to. regard 



IN TftE TRAINING OIJ'CHILDREN. 43 


them in the light Jof a sacred anc^ religious 
trust. It has fallen to my lot to*witness sad 
competitions between first and second fami¬ 
lies; I am therefore prompted,..with the 
more earnestness, to warn thoughtful and 
judicious parents against an evil of by *no 
means, rare occurrence, and to which they 
will he •peculiarly* exposed, unless they *are 
doubly watchful. When they have done their 
utmost, so far as their own efmnscl and ex¬ 
ample may he concerned, they may find it 
difficult in the extreme to prevent painful 
jealousies from arising. For their own con¬ 
duct, however, they arc responsible to God 
and their offspring; and if they are anxiously 
watchful against* all sinful partialities, they 
may reasonably hope that, their children will 
grovf up in the* exercise of mfltual’esteem 
and regard.* 

If parents would but call to remembrance 
how many favourite sons and daughters have 
te t cpmy the sport of misfortune and calamity, 
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how eageyjy would they guard against evesy 
thing in their domestic government calcu¬ 
lated, in the slightest degree, to vitiate the 
principle*,* and to wreck the prospects, of 
their endeared offspring. 

Contemplating the mournful history of 
dom.esfic partialities, so far at least as they 
have come under mv own* immediate obsei - - 

i • 

vation, I should be disposed to regard them 
as among the most prolific sources of strife in 
families, and ultimate profligacy in children. 

1 shall he pardoned, perhaps, if I hint to 
mothers, that they are in peculiar danger 
from the susceptibility of their nature, of 
falling into the error of partiality. But let 
them remember, that no mistake into which 
they can fall in the. training of their offspring 
will be more likely than this, to imbittei the 
peace and happiness of'their future days. 
An over-indulged son will be the lijst in a 
family to cultivate those delicate attentions 
to hen.who gave him birth, wjiioh constitute 
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the peculiar solace of the material* bosom. 

' ■ ■ 0 • 

Mor is this all; for every act of over-indul¬ 
gence ’ may be expected to tell upon the 
general depravation of character* And to lay 
the foundation for those disruptions of pa¬ 
rental .authority, which may issue in often 
and avowed depravity. 


CHAR V. 

In tic t tr vi viMi or cm i.prev, pares 

\er\ roiiMii»\iir.i. t vi r, ok TRirr.ivo wirif tiieir word. 

As a love of truth is tl;e parent of almost 

all the social virtues in the mind of a child, 

it should he the anxious eudi»a\our of parents 

to cultivate this lovelv feature in the eha- 
• * • , *. 
ranters of their offspring. For this purpose, 

an open and ingenuous disposition "light ever 

tn l.e ’ .•couiaevd, while habits of concfal- 

■ a . 

i unit s'nonlfl he marked hysofhe special tokens 
• 1.a'siire.* An iiiomniou- >■!iil<i sluuild 
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profit by frank disci osures,'*even where some 
measure of delinquency rimy thereby He 
brought to light. The loveliness of - truth 
ought frequently to be set forth by some 
familiar illustrations; while the depravity of 
falsehood and equivocation should be ’ por¬ 
trayed 'in all their most formidable and dis¬ 
gusting characters. 

There must be nothiKg in a parent’s in¬ 
tercourses with his children, to forbid or 
discourage frank disclosure. All distance, 
reserve, severity, and coldness must be avoid¬ 
ed, if filial confidence is to be inspired. Let 
it be the understood rule of the family, that 
any thing in the shape of falsehood from the 
lips of a child w ( ill occasion khe greatest dis¬ 
tress, and will involve the severest chastise¬ 
ment ■ ' 

The exaggerations of lively and imagi¬ 
native children must be watched, over, and, ■ 
if possible, collected. They are of the 
nature of a deviation from the strict line of 
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truth, and, when indulged for any lengthened 

* * 

j3$riod of time, blunt the edge <Jf conscience, 

and'pave the way for more serious departures 

from the path of duty. I need nqj; say that 

this process of tutoriitg the young mind will 

be altogether powerless and unavailing,»un- 

less the motives of religion arc fully plied 
• • 
on the. conscienoe. The omniscience, holi- 

• , 

ness, truth, and gpodness of God must be 
apppaled to, no less than the odiousness of 
falsehood, and the loveliness and respect¬ 
ability of truth. 

But parents must never forget that chil¬ 
dren must be taught, to venerate truth by 
the force of a well-sustained and consistent 
example. The tinculcation of truth will fall 
with but slender force j.iptm the conscience 
of a child, if tlfe parent is not himsdf a liv¬ 
ing comment on the fitness and beauty of his 
own (perished counsels. One of the surest 
methods of training children to the love of 
truth,_ is the rjgid practice of it, on the part 
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of parents,,„in all their transactions with their 

rising oflfspriiig. Promises foul threatenidgs 

must, be made with due deliberation and 

care; but, once issued, they must be regarded 

as sacred things, unless it shall be found that 

they were made in error; in which case, full 

explanation of the fact ought instantly to be 

made. Children must newer be deceived, in 
■ • >1 ' 
a single instance, if thej/ are to be trained 

up in the love of truth. If any favour or 
reward is promised them, it must be faith¬ 
fully bestowed; or if any threatening of 
punishment, for wrong conduct, proceeds 
from a parent’s lips, it must be carried into 
etfect, even to the very letter. 

It is very obvious, then, thatf nothing wrong 
must either be > promised or threatened to 
children. As a sinful declaration cannot be 
lawfully"fulfilled, so it. eaif never, be reason¬ 
able mode. There is a rash and heedless . 
mode of conduct adopted l>\ sbme parents, 
in this matter, most deeply ty be deplored.* 
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Promises and tlireatenings with. tft'm are 
• * \ 

Yirfngs of impulse and passion* rather than 

of deliberation and principle. '1 hey promise, 

Without intending it as the reward of right 

conduct; and tl’ey thAaten, without intend- 

ing to fulfil their rash menace. • 

The following anecdote, related by Si truly 
• * 
judicious and jn»us parent, will illustrate 

the truth of these rcjpiarks. 

“ # My little boy,” said he, about five 
years of age, being at play with a neigh¬ 
bour’s boy about six years of age, this neigh¬ 
bour’s child, having been guilty of some 
transgression, the mother threatened him in 
language to this effect:—‘ Sirrah, I’ll knock 
your brains out ,/7/uil I.will.’ Upon hearing 
this, my little boy came hqpw'bxeeedingly ter¬ 
rified. and, with’tears in his eyfs, addressed 
himself to Jus meftber, and said, 4 Mamma, 
,S. S. ij to have hi« brain* knocked out 
To this his ‘mother rojdc'ij, ‘ Dear chin,, 

»that do von talk about 1 I hone liothiue so 

- • • • < \ 
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dreadfift will happen to him.’ To which he 
* • * 
answered, ‘ But, mamma, kis mother toW' 

him that she would knock his brains out;’ 
and this jdca seemed to possess the chi Id’L 
mind so fully, that he could not be per¬ 
suaded to think that the mother of 8. S. 
would (falsify her word; for he had no con¬ 
ception of a person saying what was not 
« • 

meant to be done; as h<£ had never noticed 
such conduct in his own parents, and there¬ 
fore firmly expected the sad catastrophe to 
follow. 

« 

“ The next morning, however, my little 
boy saw his playmate in full possession of 
his brains; at which* sight he .came to express 
his surprise, saying, Mamma, S. S. has not 
got his brains kappked out!’ To which it 
was replied,' ‘ No, no, child? his mother did 
not mean any such thing*; that .would have 
been a shocking thing indeed, to knock, 
her child’s brains.out!’ To *this he again 
replied, ‘ But, mamma, she said she would?- 
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I heard her sayf she would;’ and'added, 
% t • 

4 Neighbour S. Whs told a sad sfory, has she 

not, mamma?’ 

" “Well, this passed off, and, in^tfie space 
of two or three days, fieighbour S. came to 
my house, and at that instant my children 
were diverting themselves at play with each 

other, and making too much noise to Suit 

• • 

me; upon which I ordered them to be silent, 
and .take thetnselvcs to their seats; which 
was immediately done. At which my neigh¬ 
bour expressed surprise to see my children 
so governable, and intimated an earnest wish 
that she could bring her children into such 
order. I replied, .that it she adopted my 
mode of governrrfent, she might obtain her 
wish; and added, ‘ I hau^'iaid down one 
short rule, whi?h I invariably abide* by; it 
is this, I will be’obeyed; and all my chil¬ 
dren understand that this is the law of my 
house, so that they are seldom disposed to 
iTisijutg the paint with me. But you will 
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bservd' that I never enforce this law by 
threatening 'them to knock'their brains (kit, 
fee. The severest, punishment which my 
children are ever threatened with, is the rod; 
and that instrument is" seldom used, because, 
as before observed, my children knotV the 
law ofomy house, and therefore readily con* 
form to it.’ ” <• 


CHAP. VI. 

In tub training oi children, parents must rf, constantly 

VIGILANT IN WATCHING OVRU THE COMPANIONSHIP OF THEIR 
OFFSPRING. 

As the best domestic instruction and ex¬ 
ample may be d&W’teracted by habitual and 
close fellowship with gay and frivolous com¬ 
panions, it is of vast importance f hat parents 
should be very watchful of the friendships 
and intimacies of their offspring. It will he 
impossible, with the utmost care that can l>e 
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everted, and moijb especially witii Soys, to 
sllfeld our children from the sight of evil 
examples; but every right-hearted parent 
will strive with much earnestness* k) prevent 
those private and domestic fellowships with 
the Careless and profane, which might tend 
to vitiate conscience, and to foster* irnpe¬ 
nitence and contempt of Divine authority. 
“ Keep them,” says the venerable Baxter, 
“aspnuch as may be, from ill company, espe¬ 
cially of ungodly playfellows. It is one of 
the greatest dangers for undoing pf children 
in the world; especially when they are sent 
to common schools; for there is scarce any 
of these schools-so/food, Unit hath many rude 
and ungodly ill-taught diildrgn in it, that will 
speak profanely and filthy,"and make their 
ribaki and railing speeches a matter of - boast¬ 
ing. And there is such tinder in nature for 
• 

these sparks to catch upon, that there pro 
very few children, but when,they hear others 
dike God’s mime in vain, or sing^\ytnton 
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songs, &r talk filthy words, ftr call one another 
reproachful names, do quietly imitate them. 
Therefore let those that are able, either edu¬ 
cate their children chiefly at home, or in 
private and well-ordered schools; and those 
that cannot do so, must be more exceedingly 
watchful over them, and charge them to 
associate with the best; afid speak to them 
of the odiousness of sinful practices, and 
the guilt of those who indulge in them; and 
point out the sad character and prospects of 
ungodly children; and when all has been 
done, it will be of God’s special mercy if 
they are not undone by the force of conta¬ 
gious example.” 

The social tendency of th'e young being in 
general strongly**?uarked, parents must en¬ 
deavour rather to regulate than to eradicate 
it. In .itself it is by no means a vice; but, 
through the infirmity of our fallen nature, it 
opens a wide door of temptation to the san- 
gume temperament of youth. To th's fact 
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I»rents should bef sensitively alive* ( and from 
the earliest development of the social prin¬ 
ciple in their offspring, should set themselves 

to guard against its more palpable abuse. 

• 

Much may be done, by judicious parents, 
towardg forming and directing the compa¬ 
nionship of their children. Early instruction 
should be tendeydd to them^as to the clan¬ 
gers connected with intercourse with de¬ 
praved associates; simple tests of praise¬ 
worthy character in the young should be 
familiarised to their minds; great vigilance 
should be exercised as to the mental habits 
of those to whose society they devote their 
leisure hours; am/Tirm authority should be 
exerted, if neecf be, ih checking intimacy 
with improper, or even '•dubious, acquaint¬ 
ances. 

One of the happiest ^preventives of wrong 
fellowships abroad, is that of augmenting 
the sphere o’f domestic plottsures at home. 
Patents must he the friends, as well as the 
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guardiVuSi ,of their children* Home must be 
made attractive, if it is to be the sphere of 
congenial affections. Many parents forget 
that they were once children themselves, and 
fail to exercise a generous sympathy in the 
sprightly evolutions of buoyant childhood. 
This i.? a great error, wherever committed; 
and tends, as much perhaps .as more serious 
evils, to alienate young -people from the do¬ 
mestic fireside, and to tempt them to roam 
abroad in quest of that happiness which they 
despair of .finding at home. Every reason¬ 
able and proper effort should he. made by 
parents to render home the centre of all 
endearing and grateful ass oiations; and thus 
to remove from children’s minds the tempta¬ 
tion of wandering-" into forbidden paths in 
search of enjoyments, which may he minis¬ 
tered with prudential care and anxiety under 
the ,eye of parental love. ■> t 

Let me press-tvith earnestness upon reli¬ 
gious parents, the duty of aiming to, form 
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and regulate the friendships of their children. 
0 • 1 ■ 

*L®t their earliest attention be sailed to this 

important object, and there is reason to be- 

Ifcwe thov will not fail. It will be too late 

. • 

to commence their efforts when wrong tastes 
and depraved intimacies* have been formed. 
They must watch the first unfoldings qf their 
children’s minds, .and act with vigour ’and 
determination in marking out* the channel in 
which their social affections are to run. Such 

t 

a course as this, pursued with prayerful de¬ 
pendence on the Divine blessing, will not, in 
ordinary cases, fail in realizing a successful 
result. 
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CHA?, VII. 

* 

Ik TIIE TRAINING OP CHILDREN, PARENTS MUST BE CJ REPUL TO 
AVOIDS THE TWO EXTREMES OF PARSIMONY AND PROFUSION. 


Every child is entitled to expect such a 
measure of outward comfort as may comport 
with the circumstances in which Divine Pro¬ 
vidence has placed his parents; and if an 
expectation so reasonable is not gratified, 
the probable result will be, that chagrin and 
disappointment wll> set k ,up t on the mind of 
a child; nor is it by any meuis unlikely that 
permanent alienation of heart may be the 
result of an ill-judging parsimony. 

I am not indifferent to the fact, that the 
present is an age of unexampled extrava¬ 
gance; nor have I failed to observe that 
many thoughtless and profligate children have 
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beggared their industrious parent^ keep¬ 
ing up a scale*of expenditure altogether 
.unsuitable to their rank and station in life; 
(hereby rendering themselves contemptible 
in the opinion ot* all sdber and judieious ob- 
servefs. But because some undutiful children 
have given the loose rein to their appetites, 
and have robbed their parents of that which 
might have supported them m their old age; 
this js no sufficient reason why heads of fami¬ 
lies should not strive to attain to a correct 
estimate of their circumstances, and act ac¬ 
cordingly in providing for the daily comfort 
of their family. 

In general, I h;<Vfc oli^TvQd that a nig¬ 
gardly and stint/d method of supplying the 
reasonable wants of children has produced 
evils of a verjf formidable character. In 
some, it lays the* foundation of lavishness 
.and prodigality; in others, it fosters a mean 
and dastardly'spirit; in not q. few it produces 
pilfering and dishonesty; and in all it greatly 
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lessens* the respect due from children to their 

■ i 

parents. 

The personal equipment of youth, the sup¬ 
plies afforded them for purposes of legitimate 
amusement, the plan of Conducting their 
education, the occupations to which they are 
trained, the manner in which they are*treated 
on occasion of their settlement in life, and 
the provision riiade for them when parental 
instruction and example shall be no longer 
enjoyed, are all subjects deeply deserving the 
attention of every considerate and Christian 
parent And he who can steer the happy 
medium between sinful profusion on the one 
hand, and illibo.^w trc'hnent on the other, 
may expect to reap $ie regards which await 
prudence when regulated by the dictates of 
Christian generosity. 

At the same time I would guard young 
people, into whose hands this volume may 
find its way, against the formation of unrea¬ 
sonable expectations from their parents. Let 
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them not in they early stages oft liie, nor, 
indeed, in most Cases, when they are grown 
jip to years of maturity, attempt to become 
jTidges of their parents’ circumstances and 
obligations. They mav have many claims 
on thSm, to which they are entire strangers; 
and even if this should not he the easC, Jhey 
have an unquestionable right to act for them¬ 
selves independently of the control of chil¬ 
dren, to whom, even if through mistake they 
should err, they can never be held to be 
accountable. . 

Young people will often meet with inju¬ 
dicious persons, who will whisper to them 
that their parents .Jitght to'aCt towards them 
with greater liberality: let them silence such 
“busy-bodies in other men’s matters,” by 
declining to listen to their dangerous and 
corrupting insinuations. A parent’s* name 
•ought never to be pronounced in the hearing 
of a child, but in terms of.’unqualified re- 
speqt. , If obvieus defects should ex^t jjiey 
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ought rarely, if ever, to her made the subject 
of animadversion in the presence of their 
offspring. 


•CHAP, viii: 

« 

In THE TRAINING OP CHILDREN, PARENTS MUST GUARD AGAINST 
A WRONG SYSTEM OP AMUSEMENT. 4 


It will .be conceded, by all competent 
judges, that something in the form of recre¬ 
ation is indispensably necessary to the well¬ 
being of children," both vis ■ it respects the 
body and the igind. ‘It is\ grand mistake, 
however, to suppose that exciting pleasures, 
which stimulate the passion^ are essential to 
the health or happiness of children. The 
very reverse of this will be found to. be the 
case. An education which* contemplates 
ple/>sute as a primary object,.will be ,sui;e to 
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impress some dangerous lessons onthV young 
mthd. Nothing tan be more absurd than to 
imagine, that those children are most happy 
whose parents are continually racking their 
invention to find out*some new source of 
amusement for them. Such a method will 

vt 

but foster a craving appetite for mere tnimal 
gratification, an^will, in all probability, ren¬ 
der fruitless all attempts to discipline the 
mind 

Amusement should be less an occupation 
with children, than an accompaniment of 
their other pursuits. They should be taught, 
at a very early period, to seek and find plea¬ 
sure in the rational. J^erciseoTt.heir faculties. 
And if there must be 'hours of relaxation 
from all mental effort, let them be spent in 
such *recreations as tend to the invigoration 
of the bodily frame, without in any way 
ministering to the follies and vices of the 
youthful mind.* •• 

Threats should, as much as possiljfe.-^n- 
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deavour t<‘ impress an intellectual character 

* 

upon the amusements of tReir children, fiiat 
they may contribute to the general improve¬ 
ment of the mind, while they afford necessary 
relaxation to the body. 

The literature of the present age supplies 
an .unprecedented number of works which 
combine amusement with instruction in some 
useful branch of knowledge. It must be the 
fault of parents themselves, if they allow 
their children, in early life, to find access to 
those foolish and worthless publications, 
which, thirty years ago, proved the bane of 
many a nursery. Nothing can be more inju¬ 
rious to a chstTof a lively and imaginative 
turn of mind, than the perusal of some of 
those ridiculous talcs which were wont to be 
put into the hands of children. Happily, 
the taste for such works is almost extinct; 
wljile others of a more improving eharactei 
have found their way into almost every family 
circle. 
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One of the best amusements <jpr children 
wrll be found to»consist in thosts simple and 
, engaging compendiums of science and natural 
*history which abound so much in^tfre present 
day, and which *have ftpened a wide and en- 
tertatning field of knowledge and wholesome 
excitement to the youthful population of the 
age in which we live. * 

The writings o£ Miss Jane Taylor, of 
Mr|. Sherwood, of Charlotte Elizabeth, of 
Mr. Williams, and of Dr. Krummacher, of the 
lively and sentimental class, are^ eminently 
fitted to fix the attention, and to engage the 
a flections of the young on the side of reli- 

As it. respects The spoi'ts and pastimes of 
children, they ought ever to be placed under 
the regulation of sound moral principle, and 
ought, to bp at ofice benevolent and pure. 
,A11 seliHmess, cruelty, gild indelicacy ou^lit 
to be bani-ji(*d from them; tuud much vigi¬ 
lance will tie required, on the part of Chris- 
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tian parents, in order to 'secure this parar 
mount object for the good of their offspring. 

To me it appears to be something like an. 
axiom, in.Reference to the proper training <f» 
children, that no amusement ought to be 
voluntarily placed within their reach, about 
which -any reasonable doubt can be enter¬ 
tained as to its moral fitness and decorum. 
The plea often urged, that there may be no 
harm in introducing children for onc$, or 
occasionally, to sights and scenes which it 
would be, improper for them habitually to 
frequent, appears to me to be a very danger¬ 
ous one. Suppose a case, by no means, it is 
feared, of infrequent bupurrence, that the 
child, thus hazardously indulged, should be¬ 
come enamoured of the dubious spectacle or 
entertainment, and should be led to imbibe 
a taste for worldly amusements .utterly ruin¬ 
ous to his immortal interests; whaf would 
then be the reflection of the unhappy parent, 
who had been the instrument of conducting 
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his unsuspecting* child to the brjnl!. of that 
fearful precipice, from which ’he has been 
hurled into the gulf below ? But what pa¬ 
rent can assure himself, when he. takes his 

® • 

child to some place Of doubtful entertain- 
menu that this may not be the bitter self- 
reproach he is preparing for himself & It is 

surely our duty to shun the very appear&nce 

® • 

of evil; and if children are to be trained on 
Chijstian principles, there must be, in order 
to success, a conscientious withholding of 
them from every thing that would minister 
to appetite, pride, and worldly frivolity. 

I am satisfied, both from experience and 
observation, that Jrfldrfcu -w^fio had never 
once been permitted to.taste the intoxicating 
cup of worldly pleasure, are far from being 
less .happy thaif others to whom the’ whole 
range of fashionable dissipations hats been 
thrown, open. Not to permit the cultivation 
of such perilous tastes, is., the only sure 
method of preventing the growth of them in 
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<i« 

the youthful breast. It is t^ie act of initiation 
that is so unspeakably dangerous; but never' 
is it so much to be deprecated, as when it 
has been .planned and executed by the erring- 
hand of parental indulgence.' 
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PART III. 

METHOD TO BE PURSUED IN THE REI.I8IOU8 
TRAINING OF CHILDREN. 

Hitherto our attention has been fixed rather 
on the obstacles which lie in the way of an 
effective discharge of parental duty, than on 
the duty itself. But it is not sufficient that 
evils and hinderances should be removed out 
of the way; there irfust*%n adoption of 
such holy and scriptural methods as God 
approves, if we would see our children sit¬ 
ting,* meek and* lowly, at the feet of Jesus. 
If they are* indeed, to be a holy seed, they 
'must yot only be outwardly dedicated to 
God, but diligently trained the way of his 
s*tatutqs. 
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To 'che conscientious ^ discharge of this 
duty, parents who practise infant baptism 
have solemnly bound themselves. They gave 
their offspring back, as it were, in that sig¬ 
nificant rite, to the 0 Lord; acknowledging 
that they were his; engaging to train them 
for heaven; and saying, in effect, “ As for us 
and our house, we will serve the Lord.” 

Nor will those Christian parents, who may 
not see it to be their duty to baptize, their 
infant offspring, be less anxious to yield 
themselves to the plain and emphatic injunc¬ 
tions of God’s holy word:—“ Bring them up 
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord;” 
—“Train upr-J chilSSn the way that he 
should go; and when he is old, he will not 
depart from it” 
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First Section. 

THE FIRST GREAT BRANCH OF PARENTAL 
DUTY. IS THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION «F 
CHILDREN. 

When I say that* parents are bound to 
attend to the religious education of their 
children, I do not mean to insinuate that 
they are to neglect that secular training 
which is necessary to fit them for those 
spheres of life in which Divine Providence 
has destined them to^move. 'There is no¬ 
thing in the religious obhgatiqps of Christian 
parents that forbids their imparting to them 
all the ordinary branches of a polite educar 

tion. All parents, indeed, should remember, 
• 

that knowledge is the true dignity of map, 
and that it is their duty to furnish their chil¬ 
dren. with as good a general education as 
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their circumstances will admit Were this 
suggestion acted on to a far greater extent, 
parents would find their account in it, and 
would do .more to promote the real success 
of their children in future life, than by leav¬ 
ing them thousands of gold and silvef, with 
minds uninformed, and manners unculti¬ 
vated. 

In Scotland, where fa w parents, compara¬ 
tively, can entertain the reasonable prospect 
of leaving fortunes for their children, every 
man does what he can to educate his son; 
and when his term of study is completed, he 
gives him a father’s blessing, and commits 
him to the caitTof an indulgent and gracious 
Providence. The cheapness of a university 
education in that country has undoubtedly, 
next to religion itself, proved one of its 
greatest blessings. Why should not England 
supply equal facilities for the economical 
education of the people? Is not the for¬ 
midable expense connected with a college 



IN THflE TRAINING OF CHILDREN. 


73 


course, to say nothing of the exclusive pre¬ 
tensions of the Bhglish universities, one of 
aur greatest national calamities? Why in 
I?ngland, and nowhere else, shoulder minor 
farmers and our middlfe class of tradesmen, 
be shift out from the benefits of a liberal edu- 

cation ? Why, in England, any more than in 

• • 

Franee, Germanyj Holland, Switzerland, Itily, 

&c. should a fortune ,1k: required in carrying 

even a prudent youth through his university 

curriculum ? This is a subject well deserv- 
• 

ing the attention of enlightened statesmen; 
and when they can address <’ emselves in 
good earnest to its discussion, without refer¬ 
ence to party politick, they .vill confer an 
inestimable boon on the people of England, 
who are worse dealt w ith in this matter than 
any enlightened 'nation on the face of the 
earth. * * 

• In a Jarge sense, too, education will in¬ 
clude the particular profession or calling to 
wHieh a, youth is devoted. On this subject, 
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howevef, I, will say nothing more, than that 
the occupation should be lawful, and suclr 
if possible, as to accord with the health and 
inclinatiop of the child. If parents are at 
once firm and conciliatory in their system of 
government, they will find but little diffi¬ 
culty, rin ordinary cases, in directing fhe cur- 
rent of their children’s washes into a proper 
channel. 

C 

Here let me utter the voice of warning, 
and entreat parents to pause, ere they com¬ 
mit the moral and religious welfare of their 
children to the care of those who will be sure 
to set light by the awful trust. O let them 
not be accessary, for we sake of any worldly 
advantage, to the eternal ruin of their off- 

t 

spring, by placing them in families where 
their best interests will be utterly neglected! 
I am the more anxious in tendering this ad¬ 
vice, because I haVe often seen professing 
parents lamenjably neglectful on this head. 
Nay, I have seen a parent, otherwise careful 
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of the spiritual interests of his children, lay 
aside all his wonted caution and forethought, 
jpst Ett that moment when his child had to 
qhit the home of his youth, and when vigi¬ 
lance and circumspection had become doubly 
necessary. It is often, doubtless, difficult 
for parents to know how to dispose oft their 

children when the'term of their education 

• • 

is completed; but assuredly, as they would 
not b§ chargeable another day with the ruin 
of their immortal souls, it becomes them to 
strain every nerve, when they quit the pa¬ 
rental roof, to prevent the utter extinction of 
those religious impressions which they have 
laboured to convey to them dur ng the period 
of their tender infancy and childhood. 

But it is the religious education of chil¬ 
dren, I have moft immediately to dcf with 
in this brief manual: Christian parents are 
e^ilemnljr enjoined “ to firing their children 
up in the admonition of the ..Lordthat is, 
in the diligent use of appointed means; such 
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means as Christ has ordained; such means 
as are conndbted with his approbation; s«ch‘ 
means as tend to prepare the young to be¬ 
come his followers; such means as have 
drawn down the Divine blessing upon thou¬ 
sands in every age; and such means as when 
properly used, are the best security of the 
habitations of the righteous. 


CHAP. I. 

Is THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OF CHILDREN, PRIMARY REGARD 
MUST BE HAD TO THE SUBJECT-MATTER OF THE INSTRUCTION 
CONVEYED. 

If a Christian result for eternity is to be 
looked for from education, it must be con¬ 
ducted on strictly Christian principles. “Men 
do not gather grapes of thorns, or figs of 
thistles.” A decidedly Christian effect can 
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.only spring from fclie use of means distinctly 
Christian. In one word, all sound instruc¬ 
tion for eternity must be derived from the 

infallible records,of divine truth. 'The lead- 

* 

ing principles of the Christian faith must be 
familiarized to the mfnds of children, by Re¬ 
peated and patient effort, if they are to grow 
* • 
up in the knowledge of our Cod and of his 

Christ. From the Sarliest dawning of rea¬ 
son, children should be simply and tenderly 
instructed in the character and perfections of 
the supreme Jehovah; in their ewn fallen 
and guilty state, as related to the first Adam; 
in the unspeakable love of God in giving his 
Son to die for guilty mortals; in the conde- 
scension and grace of our > atoning High 
Priest; and in the necessity of their being 
renewed in the spirit of their minds, before 

4 

they can enter into thp kingdom of God. 
JH1 thi^ should be done, as much as possible, 
in the very words of scriptdre, and with a 
distinct?’ reference to the authority pf God, 
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as bidding the doctrine* of revealed trutl? 

1 • • 
upon the human conscience. 

Nor should the instruction of children stdjp 

short with the inculcation,of God’s method 
<1 

of salvation for a.guilty creature; though 
tfiere assuredly it ought to begin ., It is a 
fatal error, but one I fear of frequent, occur¬ 
rence, to confine the religious training of 
children to moral poifits. If a child is to 
become a Christian, it cau only be by be¬ 
coming acquainted with the all-absorbing 
theme of'human redemption by the cross of 
Christ Nor is there any theme more fitted 
to awaken interest jq, the earliest stages of 
mental development The love of God in 
Christ Jesus is capable of being laid open, 
with prodigious effect, even to the infant 
mind. And I am yet to learn, that, with the 
Bible in our hands, we are at liberty to pur¬ 
sue one method in seeking the conversion qf 
adults, and another when we aim at the sal- 
vation.of our tender offspring. The-order 
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pursued, in both leases, must bd the same, 
though greater simplicity will be necessary 
*in dealing with the young thaii with those of 
more advanced years. 

But though the doctrine which requires to 
be believed in order to salvation should' be 
forcibly placed befote the minds of children, 
as the best method of awakening them to 
religious concern, tl?ey should be at the same 
time? plied with the whole circle of relative 
and moral duties. They should be taught 
the obligation and loveliness of reverencing 
and obeying their parents; they should be 
fortified, by appeals to^ the word of God, 
against the allurements of vicious and cor¬ 
rupting society; they should be initiated into 
the love of truth, by vivid representations of 
the odiousness of falsehood; theyyghould be 
instructed in the duties of prayer, searching 
the scriptures, and attending the house of 
God; they should be made ‘acquainted with 
the. several obligations which they owe to 
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superiors, inferiors, and equals. lint let all 
these duties be urged updn Christian pfin- 
ciples, or there will be extreme danger of 
teaching .children, on system, to seek justifi¬ 
cation by the works o'r the law. 


CHAP. II. 

Ih the religious education op children, manner, no less 

THAN MATTER, MUST BE DULY REGARDED.’ 

The best instructions may bo rendered 
powerless by some unhappy defect in the 
mode of convejing them to the youthful 
mind. The instructor of children must 
never forget'the necessity oY going to work 

in an elementary way, if‘a successful issue 

* 

is t to follow. Simplicity must mark outj 
various efforts do reach the ’infant mind. 
Nor is it an easy task to conje down ,to the 
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^capacities of children. It is, iftdegd, much 
nllore easy to be? intricate than'simple. The 
method which exercises the memory, with- 
'out leading captive the understanding and 
the heart, is greatly tb be deprecated. Chil- 
dreif should be madp to understand, as much 
as possible, what they learn; for in this way 
only can the # drtidgery connected witl* the 
acquirement of knowledge be overcome. But 
if children are to understand what they are 
taught, so as to feel interested in it, parents 
must be willing to take the payis requisite 
to simplify their instructions. 

“I am surprised at nothing,” said Mr. 
Cecil, “ which Dr. Watts did, but his Hymns 
for Children. Other men equld have written 
as well as he in his other works, but how he 
wrote these hernia I know nof.”*. Children 
ought not to be instructed in a dry abstract 
methqd; their attention should he roysed 
and kept uf> by sudden, sprightly turns of" 
Cecil’s Remains, p. 161. 
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thought, or* by such narrations and appeal^ 
to facts as are sure to interest the fancy and 
the imagination. Examples of this mode of* 
teaching abound in Scripture, and parents 
cannot take a surer me‘thod of getting at the 
hearts of their children tthan by introducing 
them t td an early acquaintance with the para¬ 
bles‘of our blessed Lord, wljich convey the 
great lessons of the gospel in an easy and 
inviting manner. 

After much reflection, however, on the 
several methods adopted for training the 
young mind to the attainment of solid reli¬ 
gious knowledge, I am strongly of opinion 
that the catechetical mode of conveying in¬ 
struction has the, decided preference over all 
others. And of all modes of catechising, 
that app'ea|8 to be the most Effectual which 
is founded expressly upori some‘portion of 
God’s holy word which the child ha% been 
'directed to read. <>, 

A catechism, however we 1,1 constrpctedj 
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^has this disadvantage, that b*th ( question 
Aid answer m9y be committed to memory, 
while neither is thoroughly understood. I do 
not say, by any means, that no advantage 

may accrue in future life from the form of 

• 

soiftid words thus f treasured up in thq me¬ 
mory; but I am persuaded, that what is at 

• • 

the moment of Acquisition perfectly Under¬ 
stood is most likqjy to be permanently bene¬ 
ficial. As it is Bible truth that forms the 
true element of Christian instruction, why 
should not the Bible itself, inwall cases, be 
the class-book for teaching Christianity? 
Can any digest, however excellent, be equal 
to the pure original? or can any human 
composition, however ingeniously contrived, 
possess equal charms with the most wonder¬ 
ful production in the universe? * 

If catechisms; however, are resorted to, 
and jierhaps they must be so in some cases, 
it will be incumbent on,.parents to guard 
’ agaipst their children learning them by rote,_ 
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without A att.idling any definite idea to the 
words with which the memory becomes 
stored. This remark applies with peculiar 
force to that admirable form of sound words 
called “ The Shorter Catechism.” As it is 
a matured system of Christian theology, it 
requires much explanation when conveyed 
to the minds of very young children. If a 
parent is capable of expounding it, and will 
put forth the amount of labour necessary 
to make it plain, the benefit conferred by such 
thorough instruction in the whole system of 
revealed truth, will be incalculably great 
The plan adopted in most serious families 
in Scotland is truly worthy of imitation. 
The Shorter Catechism, with proofs, is com¬ 
mitted to memory by the children; and the 
parent doqffc not content himfeelf by merely 
hearing the prescribed task, but proposes 
such additional questions upon each separate 
answer, as may l\e suggested by his previ¬ 
ous knowledge. In this way young people, 1 
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brought up injsuch families, *be^ome well, 
Acquainted, at*an early period of life, with 
all the leading doctrines and duties of the 
gospel. 

My great anxiety, ^however, is to see a 
Bi&§ class established in eveyy Christian 
family. This is $ie only method fry, which 
the young wilj become intimately acquainted 
with the word o& God. One of two plans, 
may he adopted for the conduct of these 
Bible classes. At one diet of instruction, 
the portion of Scripture may he expounded 
to a child, upon which the parent intends to 
examine him at the next. In this way the 
child will, in some measure, be prepared for 
the questions about to be .proposed to him; 
and yet the activities of his mind will he 
kept alive, in'endeavouring to ftirnish him¬ 
self with & thorough knowledge of the pre¬ 
scribed task. 

But another mode of •Vonductiug Bible 
classes I have found practically to be more. 
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serviceabje; ‘viz. to hand out a set of ques¬ 
tions, without answers, upon ‘particular poi- 
tions of Scripture. This has saved the time 
of the pupil,; by directing his thoughts at 

once into a definite channel; and, generally 
* 

speaking, I have found yqung people deeply 
interest®! in this mode \pf going to work. 
But, ‘if I might speak frowi experience, I 
_ would have every parent, yho is capable, to 
construct his own questions. This will com¬ 
pel his own study of the word of God, and 
will enable }iim to speak more naturally to 
his children, than when he is using the com¬ 
positions of other men. Let him avail him¬ 
self of the labours of other minds, but let 
this be rather to brighten his own percep¬ 
tions, and to fit him for the task of instruct¬ 
ing' his cljttdydn, than to exoherate himself 
from mentalhffort • , 

I jieed scarcely say,* that the Christian in¬ 
struction of a famjly must ever he regulated 
.by system. A few desultory efforts wijl do* 
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but little towards forming the «miyd of a 

chHd upon Christian principled A portion 

,oi every day must be devoted to the task of 

Christian instruction; and the Lord’s day, 

in particular, ought t<5 be largely employed 
• 

in ineulcating upon children’s minds the les¬ 
sons of the gospel. ^Vith the dawn ofereason 

this sacred process must be commenced; hnd 

• • 

patience and perseverance must be taxed to 
their utmost endurance, in prosecuting the 
interesting object to its final issue. “Whom,” 
said the prophet, “ shall he teach knowledge? 
and whom shall he make to understand doc¬ 
trine? Them that are weaned from the 
milk, and drawn from tfie breasts; for pre¬ 
cept must be upon precep^ precept upon 
precept, line upon line, line upon line, here 
a little, and there a little.”* * ' 

Nor must parents allow themsUves to for- 
.get, that all the lesson! of Christianity must 
be conveyed* in the spirit, of the gospel. 
’ Isa. xxviii. 9,10. 
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Love to the soul of the> child must shine 
through all the instructions imparted to it 
Religion must he made as little as possible 
a task, apd negligences which occur in th'e 
pursuit of it must be- visited with a forbear¬ 
ing and kindly temper, Nothing is more to 
be deprecated than tor connect the diet of 
family instruction with a morose countenance, 
and a frowning severity of general deport¬ 
ment The conduct of the Saviour, who said, 
“ Suffer little children to come unto me, and 
forbid them not” is the model which parents 
must imitate, in opening upon the minds of 
their offspring the tender and pathetic les¬ 
sons of the gospel. *' 



IN' tkE TRAINING OF CHILDREN. 89 


CHAP. III. 

Fn THF. RELICJIOUS EDUCATION OF CHILDREN, CONSTANT REPER- 
F.N< h^MIIST It;. HAD TO THE GRAM* OBJECT FOR WHICH INSTRUC¬ 
TION 1DBIAI PARTED. 

*. . 9 • 

This consideration is much more important 

*. • 

than on a first view.it may appear to be. In 
tiie details of a religious education, its para¬ 
mount design must never for a moment be 
lost sight of. Children should be taught to 
feel that their parents are aiming with a 
steady, earnest purpose at their salvation; 
that all their methods *of tuition are bent 
towards the promotion of that one great con¬ 
cern which involves their eternal safety and 
peace. • • - 

I cannot*help fearing that even pious pa¬ 
rents too often fail in* this vital department 
of a religious education. 'Their aim is not 
Sufficiently direct at the hearts and con- 
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sciences! of their offspring. They allow them 
to forget that they are educating them Tor 
eternity. The lessons of heavenly truth are 
indeed impressed on the intellect and the 
memory; hut the appeal to their moral and 
accountable nature is by far too feeblfe and 
cold v In the toil and effort of instruction, 
its all-absorbing object is sinfully overlooked. 
It is not enough to store the mind with 
materials for religious thought and contem¬ 
plation; the warm affections of the young 
must be enlisted, by all kindly and per¬ 
suasive methods, on the side of piety; the 
heart must be taken captive by the moral 
beauty of truth, and by the infinite loveliness 
of Him whom if is the great object of truth 
to reveal. But if these delightful objects 
are to batifealized, there must be a suitable¬ 
ness in the means employed to the result 
contemplated. Parents must often “beseech” 
their children “ to be reconciled unto God;” 
they must add persuasion to instruction and 
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precept; and mjist use all proper .methods 

• 9 • 

to convince their anxious charge that they 


are affectionately in earnest to lead them in 
the way of peaije and holiness. • • 

None but those whp have made trial of 


this course can fi^lly appreciate either its 
difficulties or its pleasures. Its difficulties 

9 0 

arise from twQ sources,'—tlje want of a suf¬ 


ficient measure ofi spirituality and devoted¬ 


ness in the hearts of parents, and the ten¬ 


dency in even the young mind to resist the 
faithful appeals of truth. But ftp pleasures 


connected with such a course, both present 
and prospective, are the highest that await 
a Christian parent in tne process of training 
his beloved offspring for G<jd. . 

It is obvious, then, that nothing short of 
a glowing anil ever-watchfuT piety can fit 
parents fcfr the due discharge of their solemn 
trust If they would plead effectually jvith 
their children, as it respects eternal interests, 
Ujeymust themselves be baptized with the. 
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spirit of (Christ. A deep feeling of response 
bility must seize upon their spirits; they 
must trawiil in birth until Christ is formed 
in the heai tub of their children; in one word, 
they must be in earnest to conduct them by 
gentle steps to the Friend of sinners. 

Clujiscian parents! can ijny object be dearer 
to your hearts than the conversion of the 
children whom God has given to you ? Can 
a greater comfort await you, than that you 
should be the instruments of their spiritual 
birth ? Did they not derive from you the 
deadly poison of an apostate nature; and 
shall you not employ, with anxious fidelity 
and affection, the means which God has 
ordained for counteracting its fatal effects ? 
Be entreated, like the mother of young 
Timothy, tq^ train up your little ones, from 
their earliest infancy, to love and" serve the 
Gofj, of their fathers, and to “know the^Holy 
Scriptures, which are able to make them 
wise unto salvation, through faith, which is 
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Christ Jesus.” # jShow them, I beseech you, 
that their happiaess, for both Worlds, is the 
4 object which lies nearest to your hearts; that 
•you are anxious to guard them against the 
adoption of all‘wrong principles and prac¬ 
tices* and that true peace of mind wiH be 
the sure result of ai* early devotion o£ them¬ 
selves to the service of Christ. Point*out 
to them the immediate and certain connexiou 
between sin and misery; teach them that the 
government of evil tempers will bring with it 
its own reward; that amiable and benevolent 

•H 

dispositions will endear them to all the good; 
that love, and gentleness, and meekness will 
conform them to the mind of Christ, and lay 
the foundation of their success in this life, 
and their meetness for the pure and peaceful 
fellowships of #hcaven. Let them see from 
the whole <jf youn deportment, that you are 
seeking first the kingdom of heaven for them, 
and tfie righteousness therpof; and thatTall 
2 Tim. iii. 15. 
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other interests are pursued, in subordination 
to this—the. highest, the noblest, and the 
best end of existence. 


CHAP. IV. 

In THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OP CHILDREN, PARENTS MUST BE 
CAREFUL THAT THEIR EXAMPLE SHOULD KEEP PACE WITH THEIR 
INSTRUCTIONS. 

Children are keen observers of the actions 
of others; and the slightest discrepancy in 
the conduct of a parent or instructor will 
tend much to impede the success of the best 
instructions. O parents ! if you would desire 

» li 

to give full effect to your several anxious 
efforts for the conversion of your children, 
make conscience of corroborating them all 
by a holy and consistent example. Be reli¬ 
giously careful to maintain, at all times, the 
true decorum of your Christian character, 
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Exhibit practical godliness before the ob- 
* servant eye of y£ur children, in its* purest, 
lovelies^ and most winning attributes. “ The 
greatest reverence,” said a heathen writer, 
“ is due to children.”*. The sentiment well 
deserves the attention oT every parent who 
would ’foster right repressions in the^minds 
of his offspring. / * • 

Parents! be most circumspect in the whole 
of your moral and religious deportment, lest 
your children should reproach you in the 
same manner as did the servant of Plato— 
“My master hath written a boot against 
anger, but he himself is passionate.” I recol¬ 
lect reading of a son wlx> once said to his 
father, “I have done evil, but I learnt it 
of you” 

O let nothings arise in your conduct, then, 
to throw a .shadowy of doubt over the sin¬ 
cerity of your counsels. Teach by your 
silent and upsight example, no less than Sy 
Juvenal. 
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your faithful and persevering admonitions. 
Lot your. children feel, even in all their 
waywardness, that your conduct is without 
reproachand that the lessons you inculcate 
are also the principles upon which you ha¬ 
bitually act. I entreat you very carefully to 
examine the first part 01 this treatise, and to 
guard most anxiously against the evils which 
are there detailed. Pursuing this course, 
you may assure yourselves that you will 
have a testimony in the consciences of jour 
children which none of the influences of an 
evil world will he able perfectly to oblite¬ 
rate. 

It was my privilege to receive instruction 
in early life from the lips of parents who 
eminently adorned the gospel of Christ in 
their walk and conversation ;->and I well re¬ 
member, long before I felt any f hing of the 
power of religion on my own heart, that 
their meek, cheerful, holy, asid consistent 
deportment, gave pungency to all their 
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warnings and rejukes, and left’uppu con¬ 
science an abiding conviction, that, whatever 
•might become of me for eternity, they were 
m the sure road to heaven and eternal glory. 
In vain did my wayward heart suggest at 
times,* that their rules of family government 
were too rigid and ^mbending; for a fbijhful 
mouitor whispered within me, that they were 
only aiming at my g«od, and that out of the 
abundance of a devoted heart they urged 
upon their offspring the adoption of the only 
principles of happiness. I can, evap at this 
distant period, call to recollection moments 
of deep thoughtfulness, when, in something 
like prayer, I have fallen down upon my 
knees, and implored God to subdue my re¬ 
bellious heart, and make me as good as my 
beloved parents. * 

But such an impression as this could not 
have be$n produced, if precept had been th# 
only mode of instruction adopted undfer'.th'e 
parental roof. .It was goodness—jit Was 
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purity—it was uprightness*—associated with 
all reasonable kindliness and indulgence, that 
awed the conscience. The living model of 
Christian virtues stood daily before my eyes, 
and though “the imagination of the heart 
was evil, only evil, and that continually,” yet 
there S as a still small voice which ever and 
anon reminded me, that I must meet my 
godly parents at the judgment-seat of Christ. 

Will my readers pardon this illustration 
from the records of personal experience? 
and will, they lay to heart the thought, that, 
if parents would be instruments of the con¬ 
version of their children, they must study to 
be pre-eminently holy and consistent in their 
habitual deportment ? 
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CHAP. V. 

Ilf THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OF glllLDREK, PARENTS MUST 
EV£R«HINDFUL OF THAT AGENCY BY WHICH ALONE TIIE HE A RT1 
OFTHEfR CHILDREN CAN BE£HAKOED. 

/ 

The doctriue.of Divine influence, as taught 
by inspired men, wai never intended to super¬ 
sede the use of any of the appointed means 
of grace. On the contrary, it is the only 
doctrine that can impart to the us<i.of means 
its legitimate energy. When the innate de¬ 
pravity of our children is taken into account, 
and when we reflect on the difficulties we 
experience in endeavouring tfl inculcate even 
a single holy lesson, we may well yield our¬ 
selves to the conviction, that our most zealous 

efforts will‘be in Vain, without the blessing 

• 

'•of theJEternal Spirit. m 

Strive, O ’parents! to convert your cliil- 
drcn ;*be “instant in season, out of season,” 
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to compass this grand object; act as if all 
depended on yourselves;—but, oh, forget 
not your utter dependence upon Him whc 
alone can quicken the dead hearts of your 
children, to spiritual life. Prove your belief 
in '■the doctrine of the ( necessity of i( Divine 
influence, by continually labouring for the 
good of your children in the spirit of prayer. 
Go with their several oases to the throne of 
grace, and ask God to touch the springs 
of holy action in their hearts; ask him to 
fulfil his. gracious promises concerning the 
offspring of his servants; wrestle daily with 
the Angel of the covenant, and determine not 
to let him go till he grant you a blessing. 
Pray with*zndcfor your children. Let them 
feel that they live in the atmosphere of 
prayer. Encourage them t6 pray for them¬ 
selves ; and teach them, 'at an ‘early period 
of life, to express their own wants ip words 
of their own Suggestion. Habituate your 
minds to a feeling of reliapce upon, divine 
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grace in all that^ you do for tlje spiritual 
interests of youij children. Laboui# in the 
promised strength of Omnipotence. It is 
,/diis state of mind alone which will keep you, 
on the one hand 1 , from discouragement, and, 
on the other, from self-confidence. He who 
acts fot God in cultivating the minds of "his 
offspring, will say ?<id feel with the apt>s£le, 
“ So then neither is he that planteth any 
thing, neither he that watereth, but God that 
giveth the increase.” 

Parents should be deeply penetrated with 
the conviction, that, without Chrisf}' they can 
do nothing effectually to save the souls of 
their children. “ In fact, how could they 
succeed in any one instance, but for the 
Divine aid ? How patiently,* then, and with 
what sweetness^ of temper, should they bear 
with difficulties and hinderances among their 
children, praying and .waiting quietly and 
serenely for the blessing of God, while tliPy 
steadily and unweariedly continue to employ 
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* i 

the means, which, on full consideration, ap¬ 
pear torthem to be the best in their power. 
It is surprising how such conduct succeeds 
in the end; children altering unaccountably 
for the be’iter; and a bright dawn opening 
on a parent, when- he thinks that a long 
and dark night is before him. Under dis- 
confaging circumstance^ it is of the highest 
importance that he should possess his soul 
in patience, and not suffer his affection to be 
alienated from his child. If he fails in these 
respects, his ability to conduct him in the 
right path will assuredly be weakened—per¬ 
haps entirely lost”* 

Parents, let me exhort you to plant and 
water the seeds of divine truth in the hearts 
of your chlldfbn, in the spirit of lively hope. 
Do not think it a thing improbable that you 
shall at last be blessed in your efforts. Be¬ 
lieve that in training up your children in the 
t.ay that they should go, you are following 
* Practical View of Education, j». 1*2*2. 
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(ho revealed will of Heaven, and that when 

• • 

they are old, thjy will not depart #from it 
Attempt much, and then expect much. Be 
,sanguine about the conversion of your dear 
children. Encourage^ your hearts by medi¬ 
tating on the blessing which has attended the 
due discharge of parental duty; and, though 
present symptoms may be unpromising,'■syffer 
no feeling of deep discouragement or unbelief 
to seize upon your minds. Recollect that, 
while divine grace is sovereign in its opera¬ 
tions, it yet runs in the channel of the pro¬ 
mise, and that, from the very beginning, God 
has cheered the minds of his servants by 
holding out bright hopes to them respecting 
those tender ones, who have been dedicated 
to his praise, and trained iif hfe fear. Has 
not God said, “ I will pour my Spirit upon 
thy seed, and my blessing upon thine off¬ 
spring; and they shall spring up as among 
the frass, and as willows by the water- 
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courses '! One shall say, I am the Lord’s; 
and another chall call himgfclf by the name 
of Jacob; and another shall subscribe with 
his hand unto the Lord, and surname him-- 
self by the name of Israel.”* But trust not 
in your own wisdom' or strength. The, best 
plans will be ineffectual, unless God' shall 
bless 'them. Be sure cvef to seek that bless¬ 
ing. Water yoifr efforts with‘your tears and 
your prayers. Give God the glory of every 
favourable symptom that you may witness in 
prosecuting your delightful work. Go for¬ 
ward in tlie path of duty without weariness 
or presumption; and never approach God 
for yourselves without beseeching him on 
behalf of those who are dear to you as your 
own souls. * Let your continual prayer be 
that of David. “ Let thy woijk appear unto 
thy servants, and thy glory unto their chil¬ 
dren; and let the beauty of the Lord our 


* Isa, xliv. 3. 
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God be upon us^ and establish thou the 
work of our han&s upon us, yea, the work 
bf our hands establish thou it.” 


Second Section. 

THE SECOND BRANCH OF PARENTAL DUTY 
IS THE ESTABLISHMENT OF FAMILY DISCI¬ 
PLINE. 


Every system of domestic education which 
excludes the “ nurture of the Lord,” as it is 
styled in apostolic phrase, proceeds, I con¬ 
ceive, upon a mistaken notion of the present 
state of humai? nature, and is at variance 

with the fixed procedure of the Divine 

• 

‘ -government Children, alas! afford, frgm 
the earliest 'dawnings of feason, affecting 
proof.of their, depravity; and though the 
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process of chastisement and restraint is a 
very self-denying one to a benevolent and 
tender heart, yet it is, nevertheless, an essen¬ 
tial part of the duty which a Christian parent 
owes to his offspring.* That is but selfish¬ 
ness, which would tempt us to sacrifice' stern 
obligation for the sake of indulging a feeble 
and unhealthy sensibility. 


CHAP. I. 

The doctrine op scripture on the subject of parental 

RESTRAINT AND DISCIPLINE. 

Parents cannot hope for a blessing on 
their effort' - to benefit their children, but in 
so far as they are prepared to yield them¬ 
selves submissively to the Divine authority, 
on all subjects connected with tlieir spiritual 
welfare. 

The spirit uf modem refinement may 
attempt to dispense with chastisement as the 
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vulgar appendage»of a by-gone age ; but that 
partint who looks* on his Bible as- the* emanar 
tion of infinite wisdom and benevolence, will 
pause ere he adopt a theory which contra¬ 
venes some of the sternest lessons both of 
experience and revelation. . 

Let over-indulgent fathers, and falsely- 
tender mothers, listen with-profound atten¬ 
tion to the voice of infallible truth. “ Chasten 
thy son, while there is hope; and let not thy 
soul spare for his crying.”* “He that spareth 
his rod, liatcth his son; but he that loveth 
him, chastencth him betimes.”f “ The rod 
and reproof give wisdom: but a child left 
to himself bringeth his mother to shame. 
Correct thy son, and he shall jgi^e thee rest; 
yea, he shall give delight unto thy soul”.£ 
“ Foolishness i# bound up in the heart of a 
child, but the rod »f correction shall drive it 

far from him.”S> “ Withhold not correction 

• 3 

Prov. xix. 18. t 'Prov. xiii. 24. 

i Prov. xxi^. 15,27. § Prov. xxiii. 15. 
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from thy child; for if thou* beatest him with 
the rod, he' shall not die: thou shalt beat 
him with the rod, and deliver his soul from 
helL”* 

Oh, if I could present before the minds of 
parents, in one vivid picture, the mournful 
effects 'Which have resulted in all ages from 
a criminal neglect of wholesome discipline, 
how forcibly would it remind them of the 
importance of a duty, which, however painful 
to a tender spirit, is yet indispensable to the 
well-being of the rising generation. Could 
I conduct my readers into the house of Eli 
the prophet, and point them to the sad effects 
of neglecting “ the nurture of the Lord,” as 
exhibited in .the history of his ungodly sons; 
could I bring them within hearing of that 
awful message which Goer delivered to 
Samuel concerning Eli«and his devoted 
house, I doubt not I should draw tears from 
*he eyes of every considerate parent Listen, 
* Prov. xxiii. 13,14. . . i 
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ye pious parents, *to the Divine^ thr^itening 
which the neglect of parental discipline drew 
forth from the lips of the God of love. 
“ And the Lord, said to Samu#l, Behold, 
I will do a thing in Israel, at which both the 
ears of. every one that hcareth it shall tingle. 
In that day I will # perform against fib all 
things which I .have spoken'.concerning his 
house;—when I begin, I will also make an 
end. For I have told him, that I will judge 
his house for ever, for the iniquity which he 
knoweth; because his sons made themselves 
vile, and he restrained them not And, there¬ 
fore, I have sworn unto the house of Eli, 
that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be 
purged with sacrifice nor offerisig*for ever.”* 
Learn from this tremendous threatening, how 
offensive in the sight of God is that profligacy 
which spring's up in* a pious house, by reason 
of the .neglect of wholesome and well-sus¬ 
tained discipline. 


t Sam. iii. 12—14, 
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Of Adonijah it is recorded, that “ Ills 
father,” unhappy man ! “ had not displeased 
him at any time, in saying, why hast thou 
done so ?”. and he lived, as.might have been 
expected, to be his' father’s grief, and to 
pfove false to his father’s government,.* 

Q-h, v how different the inspired testimony 
concerning Abraham, the father of the faith¬ 
ful ! “ I know him,” eaid the most High, 

“that he will command his children and his 
household after him, and they shall keep the 
way of the Lord, to do justice and judgment, 
that the Lord may bring upon Abraham that 
which he hath spoken of him.” t 


• 1 Tunis i. fi, 7, 9. 


t Gen. xiii. 19. 
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CHAP. I!.* 


Rules by which parental restraint and discipline shoolr 
BE REGULATED. . 


Because the scriptures enjoin a firm and 
unyielding discipline on the part of parents, 
it does not by any means follow that they are 
to put on the character of tyrants, and to do 
that by stem authority, which may, in many 
cases, be best accomplished by mild persua¬ 
sion and gentle admonition. The" abstract 
authority of a parent, and more especially 
the rod, which is its most formidable emblem, 
ought, as much as possibje, to be reserved 
ii£the baek-ground, and to be brought forth 
to view only on great and necessary occa¬ 
sions. For— 
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1. (The ,reason of a child should he ap¬ 
pealed to, in the matter of discipline, no less 
than in that of instruction. 

Not that discipline is - to be abandoned 
because a child, in a perverted state of mind, 
cannot perceive the reasonableness at it. All 
.‘h&t is contended for is, that punishment, to 
be useful, must be administered upon rea¬ 
sonable principles, one of which assuredly is, 
to endeavour to enlist the conscience of the 
child on the side of the punishment adminis¬ 
tered. 

Tell me not that children, in a state of in¬ 
fancy, arc incapable of understanding where¬ 
fore a parent contends with them. If the 
conduct objected to be really censurable, it 
will, in most cases, be possible to bring the 
feeling of guilt home to the child’s con¬ 
science. Let the reflecting mother, who has 
seen, in a thousand instances, the e'ye of her 
little babe watching and reflecting the varied 
expression of her countenance, as she has 
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dandled it upon her knees, say Thow sus- 
ceprfble even infancy itself is of the feeling 
of what is pleasing or the contrary to the 
mind of a parent. • 

Children may very soon be taught to re¬ 
gard sdme standard of .duty; and, when once 
this has been effected, it will be coiritara- 

a • 

tively easy to convince them of. the propriety 
of visiting the breach*of it with some appro¬ 
priate marks of displeasure. Parents should 
labour to impress the minds of their children 
with the conviction, that the several, acts of 
their discipline are the very reverse of arbi¬ 
trary—that they have always a substantial 
reason for their corrections—that they are 
not for their injury, but for then* good—that 
they are greatly pained in the administration 
of them—and tlfat nothing but a sense of 
duty to God,’and a*love to their immortal 
sowls, coy Id induce them to adopt any method 
of punishment whatsoever. 
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2. Atl ads of discipline should he propor¬ 
tioned , as marly as possible, to the ojf 'ence 
of which a child has been guilty. 

If thi? is not attendc/1 to, the minds of 
children will be greatly misled as to the real 
■extent of guilt connected with particular 
a#i6ns. Slight offences, indeed, are not to 
be overlooked because they are slight; but 
neither are they to be. confounded with seri¬ 
ous violations of filial duty, or with flagrant 
breaches of the commandments of God. As 
all offences are not of equal magnitude, so 
the punishments by which they are corrected 
should widely differ from each other in their 
degrees of severity. 

Nothing is more important to the well¬ 
being of a family, than the rigid observance 
of this rule. If, unhappily, parents should 
allow themselves to forget it, they will con¬ 
found the notions of their children as to the 

* c 

actual principles of right and wrong; or 
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breed in the young mind an inteifse feeling 
of rtiat injustice vvtiich is praetise’d nrfcer the 
mistaken guise of parental authority. 

• • 

.1. fVlien correction •becomes necessary , it 
should be administered, as much as possible, 
in the absence of all anger and i -iolend emo¬ 
tion. • 

• • 

Too many parent, in ilsing the rod, are 
guilty of correcting their children “after 
their own pleasure, as the apostle to the 
Hebrews expresses it, rather than. for their 
“ profit, that they may be made partakers of 
a divine nature.” Hence the many painful 
alienations which take place in families, as 
the result of these unsanctified.cljastisements. 
A parent, duly sensible of the responsi¬ 
bility of his sitflation, will not buffer himself 
to correct Ifis child in a fit of anger, lest, in 
performing a painful duty in a wrong state 
of mind, be should preclude all the moral 
benrtits it is fitted to secure, when gone 
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about iii a scriptural and consistent manner. 
He wil. be anxious, in correcting the fault 
of his child, not to commit a serious breach 
of the law of God himself, by the use of rash 
words, angry looks, and violent gestures, 
lie will never think of visiting in passion 
some insignificant assault on his own personal 
feelings, and then passing by some gross 
offence against the Majesty of heaven. 

Let me entreat parents to avoid, in the 
correction of their children, all expressions 
breathing i the spirit of revenge, and to he 
careful, when excited by the unlovely con¬ 
duct of any of them, not to evince any 
state of mind contrary to the spirit of un¬ 
mixed beneyolence. This is no easy matter, 
when the infirmity of human nature is taken 
'into account; but if we would govern well 
our dear children, we must first learn to 
chasten and subdue our own spirit. 

What would you think of tiie judge who 
should so far f'orcct himself as to treat with 
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insult, and cruelty, and rage, tlfe hapless 
criminal upon vvhifrn he was pronouncing the 
(Sentence of injured justice ? Would you not. 
sav that he was a disgrace to tluj bench, if 
not to human nature • itself? And what 
ought »we to think of tin 1 parent who, in 
correcting his own beloved child, can citej'ish 

any other fool burs tfian thos« of umningled 

• • 

pity and regret ? .^iust vfe not say that, 
when passion takes the place of calm and 
dignified remonstrance and rebuke, he is 
guilty of overlooking the best interests of 
his child, and turning that discipline which 
was intended as a blessing, into a curse ? 
O parents! let ns imitate the conduct of our 
heavenly Father, in all our atteiypjs to reduce 
our dear children to a right state of discipline. 
Of Him it is safcl, and the chastisements of 
his love are <he immediate subject of refer¬ 
ence. " Like as a father nitieth his children, 
so tiu* Kurd pifiotli thorn that foar him.”* 


Psalm mi. I.‘t. 
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On the other hand, that pliancy of cha¬ 
racter, - and that, softness* of nature, which 
■would shrink from discipline because it i.3 
painful, ought strenuously to be guarded 
against. If passion' and anger are to be 
avoided, so also are indecision and timidity 
in tlisc legitimate use of the rod, and other 
necessary modes of punishment The indul¬ 
gent mode of governnymt, when carried to 
an extreme, is far more injurious in its con¬ 
sequences than even severity itself. To 
establish authority upon a firm and rational 
basis, ought to he the distinct aim of every 
parent; and no feeling of mistaken tender¬ 
ness should be suffered to stand in the way 
of so essen t itfl a feature in the right govern¬ 
ment of a Christian family. 
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4. All family discipline should he adminis¬ 
tered irith a distinct and anxious Reference 

• to the dispositions of individual children. 

Though the object aimed at, in every aet 
of discipline, is the same, the mode of com- 
passing tlmt object must, be varied, acoordjng 
lo the mental and physical tendencies of 
individual children. That ^discipline winch 
might be fitted to^tecomplish all the moral 
and inti'lloctual ends of family government 
in mv’ mind, might, from its want of adapta¬ 
tion. utterly fail in another. 

Tin' stuely of individual character, as de¬ 
veloped iii each separate' child in a single' 
family, is an indispensable* duty, on the part 
e>f every parent who would kyejjv how to rule 
we'l his own house. In nothing will the- 
practical wisdeJin of a parent be more strik¬ 
ingly evinced titan in apportioning suitable 
• 

• e enieytiem to his children, according to their 
siwen-al age's*, dispositions, • and characters. 
Oiu'.dt may b^. will only' fcipiir$ a leaek of 
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parental displeasure; another may require 
to he sh irply rebuked; a third may be most 
powerfully influenced by some well-contrived 
mark of ignominy and shame ! a fourth may ' 
be most benefited by> a proper use of the 
rod; and a fifth may perhaps require th# use 
of all. * 

In some children there'will be found such 
a peculiarity both of mental and physical 
temperament, as to require the utmost 
stretch of parental wisdom, in adopting suit¬ 
able methods of effective government. If 
parents do not make such children their 
peculiar study, with a view to the right dis¬ 
cipline of their minds, they may goad them 
to insanity, oy depress them to idiocy. 
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i. In the ereivi.se of discipline, parents 
n imt tie careful not to punish their Children 
for that which, upon examination, would 
' appear to he no fault. * 

Hash punishment, •that is. punishment 

without a sufficient reason, is extremity 

• • 

vitiating to the minds of children. «A^ pa¬ 
rent’s integrity in the exercise of discipline 

• • 

should never pass ynder it temporary cloud 
of suspicion. A child should ever he taught, 
to look upon a parent’s heart as the sane- 
tuarv of justice. If the conduct of a parent 
should ever impress a different lesson upon 
the mind of a child, oh, how it will break, 
down all the strongest safeguards of youth ! 

In all cases, punishment should he resorted 
to with reluctance; hut when a parent flies 
to it without aity sufficient reason, or upon 
some mistaken impression of the conduct of 
a child, it is indeed a formidchlti ev il. Such 
a thoughtless •and uuj'iistiliahle poliev will 
hrfed contempt in some minds, and in others, 
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of a more delicate and sensitive texture, it 
will le:f!l to reserve and restraint, and many 
other states of mind, utterly at variance with 
open franjvness and sincerity, the loveliest 
attributes of the infant, mind, ere yet cor¬ 
rupted bv the duplicitous intercourse »of the 
• * 

world/ 

If parents would retain the unbroken con¬ 
fidence of their t-hildrep—and w hat should 
they not be prepared to sacrifice, that duty 
permits, for such an object? —thev mud 
ever act towards them with rigid justice, and 
even-handed impartiality. (.) ye fathers and 
mothers 1 think what an important tiling it 
is for you to lx 1 able to look into the hearts 
of your children by the telescopic glass 
which in\" and confidence will not fail to 
supply. 1 encourage them,' by all winning 
methods, as well as by correct and dignified 
conduct, f t . repose all their secrets in vnuc 
iaithful bosom. Strive to hide from them 
ail the ciliftcial methods which nlpum 1 in 
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worldly families,•and which so fearfully per- 
v<*rt the young mind. EndeavoiA by all 

* your training to make them natural charac¬ 
ters. Teach them to detest all disguise and 
insincerity, and never set them an example 
of the opposite qualities in your own c;on- 
duct. I.et them learn to regard you«as their 

tried friends, with wdiom they can have*no 

• • * 

concealments, and.to whftrn they can. with¬ 
out even a struggle, lay open the very secrets 
of their hearts. 

If you can reach this point in your family 
discipline, you will have done much towards 
securin'.’’ the highest ends of a well-regulated 
education, ilut if it shall he your happiness 
thus to he ble.-sed in your jJjjldreu, forget 
not. that your seme of jtts/iir and iiiti'gri/j/, 
in every part rtf your discipline, must never 

forsake vofl in a single instance. You must 

■ 

• tuner misrcp.esent the conduct of a child; 
ym rau-t never charge him, fnueh less punish 
him. #"r what lie has not clone: veil must’he 
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his defender when lie is in the right; and 
even wh n he has erred, you must show him 
that you are far more reluctant to punish 

than to commend. 

1 

Nor must you expect a precocity in the 
manners and general deportment of children, 
which^ their tender years would not warrant 
you reasonably t? look for. Let every ten¬ 
dency to vice meet its anpropriate reward; 
but do not suffer an over-fastidious imagina¬ 
tion to invest the buoyant acts of sportive 
youth with the attributes of dark and malig¬ 
nant crime. The habit of constantly chiding 
young people for the innocent frivolities of 
their tender years, is very pernicious, and at, 
variance .with,^1 just views of mental disci¬ 
pline. And when it is done in the presence 
of strangers, with whom they n’aturallv desire 
to stand well, the evil is greatly* increased. 
Indeed, in all eases, parents should avoid, 
it' possible, both the reproof and’ the correc¬ 
tion of their children, when visitors, and-even 
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fiiends, happen to be present 'Whatever 
tends to the unnecessary degradation of a 
ehild must diminish the feeling of self- 
Vespect, and in so far weaken the^ motive to 
good conduct for the future. 

*• 

G. Let parental discipline ever he * ancti - 
Jied by prayer. * r 

I knew an eminently ddVoted minister of 
Jesus Christ, who never #rrceted his chil- 
dren, without, in the first instance, taking 
them aside, and imploring the Divyie bless¬ 
ing upon the painful and self-denying duty 
about to be performed. In this way, he told 
me, that he obtained the complete mastery 
over unhallowed passion, ancj^rarely ever 
failed in softening the heart of the juvenile 
delinquent., Bflt such a metfiod requires 
much grace* and piety on the part of a 

parent: more, it is to lie feared, than falls 

• * 

to the lot of ntultiftides who tank under the 
Christian profession. Yet, it may be fairly 
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asked, does it imply a greater degree of real 
concern for the spiritual wants of a child, 
than ought to find a plaee in the heart of 
every parent who is reallv anxious to lead 
his offspring to the true knowledge of God i 

But whether parents take their children 
thus formally aside for prayer or not, let me 
entreat them never to administer chastise¬ 
ment to their offspring without, calling to 
their remembran^ two things; first, that 
correction is the wisely appointed ordinance 
of God; and, secondly, that, like all his 
other ordinances, it must fail of success if 
his blessing does not accompany it. The 
inference from these two propositions is re¬ 
sistless, and ought to sink deeply into the 
heart of every parent. It is surely thus, 
that they who expect a blcss'ing on parental 
discipline must ask it in prayer bf Him who 
alone can give it. 

Upon the whole, on the subject of punish¬ 
ments, 1 know not how hotter to express 
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myself with truth and justice, "than in the 
wftrds of the late excellent Mr. Bablfington, a 
man equally distinguished by the amiableness 
of his temper, at yd the fervency o^his devoted¬ 
ness to God. “ Every method,” he observes, 
“should be used to prevent or lessen .the 
necessity of punishments ; but when ^.really 

wanted, tliev must be inflicted. In such 

■ • . « 

cases, the omission of the punishment is an 
evil of the first magnitude. Much as 1 
deprecate a severe system in education, I 
fully agree with an approved aythor, that 
one of indulgence is more to be dreaded. 
If we listen to the Divine command, we 
shall not spoil the child by sparing the rod. 
If we copy the Divine example, we*shall not 
be led by any inducements to acquiesce in 
what is wron<f. If we have "a predominant 
hatred of Sin and love of holiness, our very 
feclipgs will prevent us from doing so. Our 
principles and inclinations’will alike impel 
us to act with vigour and perseverance* in 
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combating*evil in our families. No parental 
fondness, no love of personal ease, will pre¬ 
vail with us to give up the contest While 
our conduct exhibits mildness and gentleness,' 
it will as strongly be marked by firmness and 
decision. « 

r t 

“ Let not any parent fear the loss of his 
child’s affcctioft, from proper strictness in 
education, when 'combined with the other 
parts of the course I am recommending. 

I am convinced that, on the contrary, the 
child’s love for him will be increased by ’ 
such strictness making a part of his system. 
Without it, there will be less esteem for the 
parent; and it is unnecessary to show how 
very greatly esteem contributes to real affec¬ 
tion; so greatly, indeed, that I believe an 
attempt to obtain genuine affection by indul¬ 
gence will not only fail, hut will produce 
the opposite effect. Indulgence will foster, 
selfishness and sensuality, and with them 
hardness of heart. A person whom, you 
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indulge will ofte# love to be with you, will 
cling to you, and show you great fondness; 
’but cease to indulge, and comparative cold, 
ness and indiffefence will quiAly follow. 
Does not this change prove that self was at 
the bottom of former appearances, and was 
the chief, if not the.only, object of afle&ioji ? 
Can we wonder at such a’result ? God’s 
blessing accompanies the performance of a 
duty; his displeasure, its omission. With his 
blessing, all things will work together for 
good; with his displeasure, what c*an be ex¬ 
pected but disappointment and evil?”* 

• A Practical View of Christian Education in its earlj 
stages, p. 134. 
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CHAP. III. 

How TO MAKE THE SABBATH PLEASANT AND PROFITABLE TO 
THE YOUXU. 

It must have occurred to almost every re- 
fleeting mind, f hat the work of bringing up 
children in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord, is one which requires much con¬ 
sideration; nor is there any question, con¬ 
nected with that work, more difficult, or 
more important, than this—“How may the 
Lord’s day be employed so as to make it 
pleasant, and at the same time profitable? 
how can we combine that measure of re¬ 
straint which the sanctity of the day requires, 
with that attention to the wishes, and the 

i 

pleasing associations of the minds of chilr, 
dren, which shall lead them to rejoico in if;* 
as ‘ a delight,’ while they regard it as ‘ f he 
holy of the Lord, and honourable ?’ ” " 
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If these two bg separated, it is compara¬ 
tively easy to secure either the one*or the 
Sther. It would not be difficult to mark out 

* 

a course of exercises and instructions, which 
should fill up the entire day; or it would be 
very dhsy to show bow the day might he 
rendered agreeable j but how to cdtabine 
the two, is a .point. which * Requires much 
consideration, and -wHhich deserves all it re¬ 
quires. 

There can be no doubt, that by a want 
of judicious proceeding, on the parfrof some 
parents and instructors of youth, the Sab¬ 
bath has sometimes been made so entirely 
irksome to the youthful mind—has been so 
entirely filled up with exercises compara¬ 
tively dry and uninteresting—that its ap¬ 
proach has been regarded with dislike, and 
.its continuance felf to # be only a weariness. 

JVe admit that this arises from the fact that 

• « 

thtj “ carnal mind," even in youth and child- 
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is prescribed to children, or required of them, 
be not suited to their age and capacity, and 
if no pains be taken to make the study of 
inspired t.uth interesting to them, we arc 
chargeable with pro'ceeding in a manner 
which unnecessarily excites and aggravates 
this-enmity. It must be confessed, that the 
system pursued'in some families would weary 
even a spiritual-minded' Christian. Can we 
be surprised that it is felt to be irksome 
by the minds of children, not yet brought 
savingly ‘under the influence of the gospel, 
so as to have any relish for divine truth for 
its own sake ? No one can look upon such 
a family, and the melancholy restraint which 
attends the 'Whole of the Sabbath, without 
inquiring, Is this “ the day which the Lord 
hath made, that we should rejoice and be 
glad in it ?” 

On the other hand, nothing can be. more,’ 
plain, even to a superficial observer, than 
the necessity of proceeding in some way, 
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which shall always mark the difference be¬ 
tween the Sabbath and other days. ' 

• The amusements of the young must be 
^discontinued, and* their hilarity -restrained, 
and they must be made 4o feel that, as on 
other 4ays they are left at liberty to follcAv 
such pursuits as shall tend to fit them 'either 
to discharge the,duties f , or enj% the mercies, 
of the present life; on this day, their thoughts 
are to be directed to another state, upon 
which they must soon enter, and for which 
they need a complete and divine preparation. 
Wo to the family, in which the opening of 
the Sabbath has nothing to distinguish it 
from the dawn of other days, but in which, 
lest the young should be disgusted with reli¬ 
gion, the claims of God, and of eternity, are 
not pressed on them at all. How, then, 
shall we proceed, so'as to combine the two ? 
How sjjall we fiiake the Sabbath sacred as 
heyday of Goa, and yet give* it a cheerful 
ind inviting aspect ? We reply— 
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1. As much as possible, t supersede, rathei 
than forbid, what you wish to have avoided. 

Whatever there be in the employments of* 
other days$ to which the .young might be ^ 
inclined to turn aside'on this day, but from 
which you desire to withdraw their attention, 
let it! be studiously considered what can be 
best put in thoir place,; how. shall we fill up 
the day usefully and happily, so that the 
want of those things which would pass time 
away may not be felt? It will be well to 
have every thing put out of sight, on the 
evening of Saturday, which is likely to excite 
wishes that we desire to prevent, and thus 
the occasion of evil may be in a measure 
taken away V but even when that has been 
done, if there be nothing else provided, we 
know that, as surely as “nature abhors a 
vacuum,” so surely .will 1 the young seek to - 
fill up all unemployed time with wJiat is 
injurious or unprofitable, if nothing better be 
systematically provided. It may be necessary, 
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therefore, for thpse who have tM care of 
young persons, to have at least fti their 
'minds — though they need not make it 
known—some plan of * proceeding, which 
shall embrace a sufficient number of objects, 
and tVriety of employments, for the varimis 
branches of the family, who look up fbjthem 
for their guidance, so that Ijy directing one 
to one pursuit, and another to another, no 
one may have time to think of choosing for 
himself what may afterwards have to be for¬ 
bidden, nor be left in that unemployed, and 
therefore unhappy state of mind, which must 
naturally tend to evil. 

2. Make the devotions of trite family not 
only holy and profitable, but interesting. 

And so let us induce our children to dc- 
Jight to take part*in them. Let our selec¬ 
tion gf scripture, and of the remarks of any 
• # 

Mgnmentator, have a reference not merely to 
jur otfn edification, but an adaptation to the 
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capacity, 1 taste, and improvement, of all the 
members of our family who are likely to be 
present And if we can with propriety assign 
a part to each elder child, and do this as a 
distinction and a privilege, a great and im¬ 
portant point would be gained. J'athr'rs who 
are engaged in business are sometimes obliged, 
or at least think they are obliged, by the 
pressure of other calls, to make the season of 
family devotion comparatively short; but on 
the Sabbath, happily free from the restraint 
and calls of business, they have more leisure 
to instruct and bless their household; and by 
this means a tone may be given to the whole 
family circle, which shall prove a salutary 
prepar.tion for more public engagements. 

3. Consider what numh'er and kind of 
public services can be profitable 'to the minds 
of children. , /" 

They are generally fond of going to public 
services. If left to their own choice, they 
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will prefer filling up the entire dhy, and the 
overling too, in tfiis manner; but. ^t pmst bo 
.very evident, that from the general, and per- 
* haps unavoidable character of public services, 
they arc but partially .calculated for the real 
improvement of those who are very young; 
and two services in the day, at tly^very 

farthest, are as inanV as they, can be made'to 

• | # 

profit by. If they giro taken to three ser¬ 
vices, there cannot be time for explaining 
and digesting what has been heard, nor can 
there be leisure for the employment of the 
more private, and equally important means 
of domestic, instruction. 

If, then, the utile and duke are to be 
combined, there must not. be a. ray id and 
indiscriminate taking of children to public 
services; but tW>re should be‘care in con¬ 
sidering how far sjich services are in them¬ 
selves advantageous, anil what auxiliary means 
Van be. employed to increase* their profitable 

9 

tendency. . 
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If pub’ifc’ addresses and services were more 
adaptecj. tq the wants of the young, the ease 
would be very different;'*—but public ser¬ 
vices being what they are, it becomes every 
judicious parent and.guardian of youth to 
cqpsider well, before he gratifies fully that 
love of attending them, by which, in too 
many cases, the.opportunity for more private 
instruction is lost,* and its obligation evaded. 
Let us, then, try to follow up and simplify 
in private what has been heard and taken 
down in public, and do it in such a way as 

* One cannot but deeply regict, that there are so few 
public services in the church of Christ, really adapted to 
the capacity of children. No one can, for instance, sec 
a large number of Sunday-school children, penned up, as 
it were, «i the iumse of God, manifesting by their list¬ 
less, or perhaps disorderly manner, their want of sym¬ 
pathy in what ingoing forward, without perceiving that 
the effect will probably be, to produce a dislike of reli¬ 
gion and of the sanctuary, rathe* than a Yespect for the 
one, and a cultivation of tlie other; nor without wishing 

r‘* 

that the great command, “ Feed my la nib**,” foum»*d mor-> 
ready and general observance among the servant* of % the 
“'Chief M.epbcrd-" ». 
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shall give a fresh relish to divine't/'uth, and 
induce the children to treasure u{) jvbflt they 
hear, in the hope of having it more fully 
‘explained to them at home. 

1. to the interval of worship, or t/je 
time at the commencement and close 4 >f the 
dap, let there he a /flippy medium observed. 

Requiring no more than with assiduity 
may be easily learnt, and using arguments 
which shall carry conviction with them, and 
make the heart to feel that there is reason¬ 
ableness and propriety in the whole. There 
is such a variety of works in poetry and 
prose, that no one need be at a loss in select¬ 
ing what will suit the age of eaeh_of his 
family, and it is well always to accompany 
the recited lesswi with some little explana¬ 
tion, or an illustrative anecdote, if one can 
,^e remembered at the" time; and as it is 
finpossible that the attention <-an be kept up 
during. the whole day, there should be a 
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season &[ unbending in an easy and quiet 
mannej. j Exercise in the 1 open air in v re¬ 
tired situation will fit the mind for coming 
again, and with fresh energy, to profitable 

I « 

pursuits, and should pot be withheld if it can 

f 

possibly be given. 

It lias been suggested that a child of eight 
or ten years qld may Very profitably spend 
a part of the Lord’s day in writing an exer¬ 
cise on some important portions of Scripture 
history, stating the facts, with their reasons 
and consequences, in his own words. This is 
noticed by Abbot in bis Eire Side, (Chap. 
Part %) and, as well as many other of his 
remarks, well deserves consideration. What¬ 
ever appeals to, and exercises the intellectual 
powers of children, will generally excite their 
interest, and may be mado useful to them. 
If the evening of the, day isr devoted to 
domestic instruction, according to good oVl 
custom, it may he wall to form the J whole 
family into a Bible Class, and have a free and 
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unrestrained conversation on some# selected 
portions of Scripture, inviting tha remarks, 
and encouraging the inquiries of all: and 
there is scarcely gpy species of employment, 
which, in general, wiR t>e more acceptable 
or profitable to the ygung than this. • 

The writer visited a church in Shrc^ghire, 
• • 
in which the children of most of the mem- 

• • • 

bers are accustomed to attend the Sabbath- 
school in the afternoon, and this plan has 
been found to be both pleasing and profit- 
table. It is, however, very difficult, perhaps 
impossible, to lay down any rule, or suggest 
any plan, universally applicable. Circum¬ 
stances vary with situations. All we are 
anxious for is, to direct attention to tljp sub¬ 
ject ; and if any of the numerous readers of 
the Evangelicaf Magazine cat* offer some 
additional Suggestions as to the best and 
•«iost # jjrofi table mode of proceeding, such 
reyiarks will 6e truly valuable and welcome. 
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Head; of families, or parents, will see that 
a practic'd attention to the subject requires 
much of careful thought and patient industry. 
No great and impdttant good is to be secured*' 
without a considerable sacrifice of time and 
labour, and the end proposed in this instance 
is ito ’great, that no truly enlightened mind 
will shrink frofn the effort on account of the 
self-denial it involves. Put this down among 
the many things for which you feel your in¬ 
sufficiency, but for which you are warranted 
and encouraged to seek the Divine help and 
guidance. If you lack this wisdom, ask it 
of Cod, and he will give it liberally. 

You feel the greatness and difficulty of 
the work, and the insufficiency of all human 
means to secure the concurrence of the mind, 
or produce any saving effect on the heart. 
Of this you have often' been reminded, as 
we have proceeded—but let it not urodu<^ 
any thing like despondency. Let us rather 
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go about our duty, feeling that Mere is a 
natftral and Established connexion Isetween 
Vur employing the means God has ordained, 
and our securing the results h% has pro¬ 
mised. Very rarely Will such a system of 
kind, yheerfulf spiritual instruction as. this, 
be pursued, without securing the g<Jb(J»will 
of the children^ ancf producing benefits com¬ 
mensurate with eternity. * 


[The above excellent chapter is taken from the May 
number of the Evangelical Magazine, and is the produc¬ 
tion of the Rev. E. Crisp, Missionary to Madras.] 
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CONeLUSION. 


I>* file affectionately urge parents to act 
with entire unanimity in conducting the 
deeply interesting process of their children’s 
education. This is vital to success. The 
husband and wife ought to proceed in this 
great matter as if only (me soul dwelt in 
both. They must be one in their plans of 
instruction; one in their methods of govern¬ 
ment ; one in their acts of chastisement; and 
one in their entreaties at a throne of grace. 
In this way only can they reasonably hope 
to bring up their children “"in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord.” ' To every 
parent, anxious for the eternal happiness of 
his offspring, I would say, in 'the language 
of the wise man, “ In the morning sow thy 
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seed, and in the evening withhold^not thine 
hand, for thdu knoweat not whiclf shall pros' 
»per, this or that, or whether they both shall 
be alike good.”* # • t 

O parents! what a pnotive to right con¬ 
ductis a risjpg faipily ! Many into whose 
hands this brief volume may fall, miwjhave 

but little of this World’s good to bequeath 

* • * 

to their children; ^ut let me beseech them 
to leave for them the “inheritance of the 
good man,”t—the inheritance of an unsullied 
reputation,—the inheritance which justice, 
temperance, prudence, benevolence, and un¬ 
affected piety, never fail to confer. 

You know not through what seas of trouble 
your dear children may be c^led {p pass; 
you know not what they may.be called to 
suffer from poverty, afflictioj#*reproach, op¬ 
pression, aftd the # various uls to which flesh 
is heir; but, amidst dll their struggles, and 


Eccl. xi. 6 


I Pror. xiiL 2k 
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amidst all, the pensive and melancholy refleo* 
tions to ,wfi eh they may give b'rth, let them 
never endure a moment’s painful thought^ 
in looking back to . the parental home—let 
them never have occasion to blush at the 
recollection of a parent’s name—let them 
nevep feel themselves less honoured, or less 
beloved, because, they acknowledge you as 
the instruments of Jieir earthly being. 

Parents ! you must meet your children at 
the bar of God! O see to it, that, so far as 
you are concerned, it may be a happy meet¬ 
ing ! What an honour it will be to be there 
recognized as the instruments of their salva¬ 
tion 1 O how inexpressible the delight to 
find them partakers with you in the-joy and 
triujmph pf that august day ! But, oh, how 
terrible is the .thought of final separation 
from them, when the judgment shall be set, 
and the books shall be opened! Let the. 
consideration of your approachirg meeting at 
the judgment-sc^ of Christ quicken all your 
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feelings of responsibility, and irilrprt tender- 
nqjis and fic^lity to all your effect^ to train 
up a generation for God. * 

My fervent prayer i^ that this manual ot 
domestic instruction jnd discipline, composed 
with an earnest desire to promote family 
rdfljS?on, may be rendered an extensjye pleas¬ 
ing to many an anxious parent 1 full well' 
know the oppressive feelkig*of responsibility 
which steals over the Heart of a parent, as 
he looks on the beaming countenances of his 
children, and thinks of their solemn destiny 
for time and eternity. But I also know, that 


the diligent use of appointed means, and the 
constant feeling of dependen -e on the pro¬ 
mised blessing of a covenant-keeping God, 
are a never-failing source of relief from the 
broodings of a giind over-solicl*ous about the 


future. \ * 

Duty is ours, results are with God; but 
i\vhit«* we cpntinue active* watchful, and 
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devout inline path of obedience, let us not 
.doubt promise who bias quid, “I will 
pour my Spirit upon thy seed, and my bless*, 
ing upon thine offspring.”. 


. THE END 


DnMoa: Wiher, Pan k Co , Piitctn*. 






